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me by particular Marks 
of your Candor and good 
if Will, and treated the 
whole Body of your Non- 
== ſubſcribing Brethren with 
very little Ceremony ; fo 
you muſt, I preſume, expect the ſame 
frank and plain Dealing from me, or any 
others who may think fit to clear them- 
ſelves from your numerous Miſrepreſenta- 
tions, and the viſible Inconſequenceof your 
Arguments. The good Opinion I had 
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entertain d of your Capacity and Integri- 
ty made me very impatient to ſee a Book, 
which as I underſtood was deſigi d as 

full Vindication of the ſubſcribing Mint. 
ſters, and the Teſts they offered at Salters- 


Hall. I thought I might reaſonably ex- 


pect from you the Force of what could 
be ſaid in Defence of the Principles you 
had eſpouſed: and T muſt do you the 


Juſtice to own that J have not been diſ- 


appointed ; and that allowing for the 
natural Warmth of Conſtitution which has 


perhaps led you into ſome, Excurſjons of 


intemperate Zeal, I know no Man who 
could have managed the ſame Cauſe to 


better Advantage. For my own part, I can 


eaſily forgive you the Injury you have 


done me in miſrepreſenting the plain and 


obvious Deſign of ſome Poſitions in the 
Letter of Enthuſiaſm; which T am willing 


to attribute to the wrong Impreſſions you 


are under, join d with the Heat and Vi- 
gour of a natural Temper; and could you 


have deviſed any thing worſe to have 
ſaid of me than you have done, it would 


not have given me the leaſt Pain; ſince 
every one muſt allow that perſonal Re- 
proaches, or the calling of a Man by Op- 
probrious Names, is a very different thing 
from confuting his Arguments. Thoſe 


who will take my Character from your 
| Draught 
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Draught of ir, muſt believe me to be a 


profane Jeſter, an inſolent Libeller, a wick- 
ed inſincere Oppoſer of the clear and evi- 
dent Truths of Divine Revelation, a 
Sceptick, an Heretick, or in one Word a 
complicated Villain. From theſe moſt 
unmerciful Cenſures, I appeal to the more 
equitable Judgment of thoſe who know 
me better; moſt of whom T believe are 


indued with a more Charitable and 
Chriſtian Spirit, than that which you 


breath in this Performance, and which TI 
hope is not habitual to you, but rather 


the Effect of a preſent unuſual Ferment 
and indeliberate Paſſion. But the Deſign 


of the Trouble I now give you is not to 


complain or recriminate, but to argue; 


and 'tis not all the Reproach that any 


Man's Weakneſs or Willfulneſs may load 


me with, that ſhall deter me from purſu- 


ing this Controverſy, till I have either 


received farther Satisfaction my ſelf, or 


filenced thoſe whom I cannot but look | 


upon as Enemies, in Conſequence, tho 


not in Principle, to that Liberty where- 
with Chriſt has made us free. You have 
thought fit to ſpend about 200 Pages in 


a Diſſertation concerning the Authority 
of Scripture Conſequences ; and J am thus 


far entirely of your Mind that the Sub- 


jet you have fallen upon is of great Im- 
| portance, 
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ance, and ſuch as deſerves to be ſtrictly 
and impartially enquired into ; and there- 
fore I muſt think it a Matter of equal 
Conſequence to conſider whether what 
you have offered upon it has any Weight 
in it or no; and whether it be at all con- 
ſiſtent wich it ſelf, with the Rights and 
Liberties of Mankind as Reaſonable Crea 
tures, or with that ſole Authority and 
Juriſdiction of God over the Hearts and 
Conſciences of Men, which we all profeſs 
to believe. If ir ſhall appear that any of 
the Principles which you have taken up, 
and argued from, are wholly inconſiſtent 
with the religious Rights and Liberties 
of Mankind, as they are ſubject to God 
alone in Matters of Conſcience and eter- 
nal Salvation, I doubt not but you will be 
ready to retract them upon ſufficient E- 
vidence; but if the contrary ſhall appear 
to you after all that I can ſay, I preſume 
that common Diſcretion, as well as Cha- 
rity to my ſelf and others, will induce 
you to uſe your farther Endeavours for 
my better Information. I ſhall not enter 
into a particular Detail of the Matters 
debated betwixt your ſelf and thoſe other 
Gentlemen with whom you are engaged, 
becauſe Iwould not preſume to take the Ma- 
nagement out of better Hands, who as they 
are ſufficiently capable of doing themſelves 
5 Juſtice, 
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- uſtice, fo they will not doubtleſs be 


wanting in their own Defence. But to 
make as ſhort as poſſible of the Contro- 
verſy with regard ro my own intended. 
ſhare in it, and to ſhew the Weakneſs and 
Inſufficiency of what you have advanced, 
and of the Application you have made 
of it, I ſhall endeavour to prove theſe 
two Things. 123 1 

Firſt, that in this whole Buſineſs con- 
cerning the Authority of Scripture Conſe- 


quences, you have proceeded upon a 


wrong Principle. 
Secondly, that ſuppoſing the Truth off 
the Principle, yet your Conclufions anc 1 


Deductions therefrom are utterly incon 


cluſive, and ſuch as cannot in the leaſt 
ſerve or ſupport the Cauſe you have ui 
dgenakenmgckasd.  . 5 

Now to clear the Way to what follow 78, 
and that T may not jumble, as I think 
you have done, Heaven and Earth to ge- 


there, I muſt here diſtinguiſh betꝭ yixc 
Principles of Reaſon and Principle s of 


Revelation, or which amount to the ſame 
Thing in the Caſe before us, bei twixt 


Natural and Reveal'd Religion, 


And ſince the Scripture is a com leat 
Syſtem of Natural as well as Reveal d Re- 


ligion, it muſt contain the Principle s and 


Truths of both theſe Kinds: Tho it is 
1555 * ev ident 


L 


evident that theſe two Ranks or Claſſes 
of Principles are in themſelves toto 
genere diſtinct, as being entirely different 


from each other in their Nature, Origi- 


nal, and Manner of Conveyance to the 
Mind, yet this Diſtinction, how neceſſary 
foever it may be to any Clear or Juſt 
Reaſoning upon the Subject now under 
Conſideration, is uſually overlook d by 
thoſe who argue in groſs, and are wil- 
ling to rake Things for their own Advan- 


tage by Whole-Sale. - 


Now ſince you have thought fit to en- 
tertain the Publick with a long and la- 
boured Diſcourſe concerning Scripture 
(Conſequences, without diſtinguiſhing be- 
t ween the two different Claſſes or Kinds 
of Truth contained in Scripture; it may 
n ot be amiſs ro conſider briefly what 


P, tinciples are, and what are not, capable 


of * affording Conſequences and Concluſi- 


on s of the ſame Kind, ina way of rational 
De duction which ſhall be diſtin from the. 
Pri iciples themſelves; and I fay that the 
Mir id of Man, in this Act of rational De- 
duct ion or Inference, muſt be confined- 


who lly to Principles of Reaſon as con- 


tradi iſtinct from Matters of Faith, or ſuch 
Pro 1ofitions and Truths as l 

entirely as to us upon Teſtimony; and 
hat no Propoſition or Truth as a Matter 


depend 


of | 


N 


of Faith can be derived by any rational 
Deduction or Inference whatever from auy 

other- — "500 or ee, of "the 
ſame Kin 

In Matters of Schonge the W 
: and Truths of each diſtinct Claſs or Or- 
der, have a neceffary Connexion with 
and Dependence upon each other in tlie 
Nature and Reaſon of Things; ſo that 
the Mind can proceed either from 
the fieſt Principles to the laſt Con- 
clufions, or back again from the laſt Con- 
cluſions to the firſt Principles, in clear and 
evident Deductions of Reaſon. 425 
That Man is an intelligent Agent . 
5 der the MoratGareramenrofGod as the 
Supreme Independent firſt Cauſe of all 
Things, is a firſt Principle in rational 
Moraltey or natural Religion: and no- 
thing can be admitted into this Claſs or 
Order of Truths; but what has a neceſſat 
Connexion with and may be derived fro 
dr teduced to this firſt Principle, by clear 
and evident Dedudtions of Reaſon. That 
the Sides oppoſite to the equal Angles in 
ſimilar Triaugles are reſpectively propor- 
tional, is a firſt Princip le in the Mathems> 
ticks; ànd there is no Concluſion in chat 
whole Science, how diſtant or remote foe- 
ver, bur what by a right Management 
= may! be connected —— this Principle by 
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a Train of intetmediate Ideas; every one 


3 


pounded of their Gravities and perpendi- 

cular Altitudes, is a Principle in Hydro- 
ſtaticks; with which all the other Princi- 
ples and Concluſions of that Science are 
neceſſarily and inſeperably connected in 
the Nature and Reaſon of Things. And 
thus alſo. that Bodies can move only as 
they are moved or acted upon, and that 


the Motion communicated muſt be pro- 


portional to the moving Force, and in 
the ſame given Direction with it, is a 
Principle in Mechahiſm; with which all 
other Truths of that Kind muſt be inſeper- 


ably connected in the Nature and Reaſon 


of the Things themſelves, abſtracted from 


the Conſideration of any poſitive Inſtitu- 


tion or Teſtimony whatever. And this 
is in ſhort the Caſe in all Matters of 


Science, in which the Mind by Ratioci- 


nation is capable of acquiring any ſtrict 
or proper Certainty, as diſtinct from bare 


Opinion, Belief” or Perſwaſion. In. Mat- 


ters of an intermediate Nature, which 
depend as far as we can underſtand 
them upon probable Appearances of * 
| -2Þ on, 
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VETS 
ſon, but eannot be reduced to this Stars 
of Science, nor determined by any clear; 
expreſs" and unexceptionable Teſtimony; 
en may indeed make their Gueſſes 
or Conſectures about them in the beſt Man⸗ 
ner 1 34 form Particular Opitions 
and Judgments concerning them; which 
will be more or leſs, falis ctory, "accord. 
ing ro the different proportional Weight 
and Appearance of Ex dene on that Side to 
which the judgment is detetmined. In theſe 
Matters of mere ratjonal probable Con- 
jeQure and Opinion, where Religion is 
not concerned, I muſt do Mankind the 
Juſtiee to o-] that tley hive been hither- 
to pretty Well agreed in permitting A 
ron 6 ty of Sentiments, and in — 
oper Allowances for Mens differen 
Kppechenf ons and Capacities, as well a$ 
for the different Helps and Advantages 
they are furniſhed with. ' But tho' it 
might be diffieulr perhaps ro determine 
all the Cauſes of it, yet ſo it is in Fact, 
that when ſuch Conjectures and doubts 
ful Opinions are brought into Religion, 
and made Matters of Faith, the Zealots 
of all Parties immediately take Fire, and 
ſet up with all the Clamour and Outrage 
in the World for infallible Certainty, 
and their being actually in the Right, in 


Oppoſirion to all orhers ; whilſt no ſo- 
1 b 


v129 

ber li ntereſted By-ſtander. could haye 
much Reaſon to conclude them in their 
right Senſes, and whilſt thoſe Who diſ- 
cover the molt intemperate Zeal, and 
make the lowdeſt Outcry, are viſibly ſuch 
as underſtand leaſt of the Matters in 
debate. I know, not whether any Thing 
J can ſay ma be, ſufficient to check 
this Madneſs, or to bring Men to a bet- 

1 ter Lemper; but I hope to prove, in Op- 

f poſition to what you have advanced to 
he contrary, that in Matters of Fait 4 
Il he Caſe is quite, different from, what 1 
Wi | pe. ſhewn it to be in Matters of Science; $ 
1 and that it is impoſſible in any Caſe, by 
qt any Reaſoning, whatever, to draw diſtin 


— reveal d Conſequences or Concluſions 
1 from reveal d Principles. It muſt, I ſup- 

h fl |. pole, be evident to. every Body that will 
Wet be at the Pains of conſidering. it, that 
170 all Propoſitions which are. ſtrictly. ſpeak- 
4 ing Matters of Faith, and depend upon 
14 Teſtimony, muſt be independent among 
FO themſelves, and can have no. neceſſary 
8 Connexion with or Dependence. upon 
= each other in the Nature and Reaſon of 


1 ii Things: For where a Propoſition con- 
1 tains a Matters of Faith, and depends 
| wholly upon Teſtimony, whether Divine 
1 or Human, or both, if. we take away 
that een * ö e e | 
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of conveying it to our Minds, and the whole 
Reaſon and Foundation of 'our believing 
jt muſt ceaſe; and rhis being equally rrue 
of all Propoſitions of that ſort, it is plain 
they muſt all equally depend upon the 


fame common Teſtimony, and have no 


neceſſary natural Connexion with, or De- 
pendence on, each other, in the Reaſon 


of Things; and to ſay otherwiſe, would 


be to make them Matters of Science, and 
thereby to deſtroy the firſt Suppoſition of 
their being Matters of Faith, and depend- 
ing upon Teſtimony, © 4 
Every one who underſtands any thing 
of the Nature of Reaſoning and drawing 
diſtinct Concluſions from antecedent Prin- 


* 


ciples, or arguing from Things given to 


Things ſought, muſt know, that the ſole 
Foundation of this Act of the Mind, is 
that mutual Connexion and Dependence 
on each other, which ſome Propoſitions 
and Truths have in the Nature and Rea- 


ſon of Things: Now fince I have ſhewn 


that in Matters of Faith, the Truth of 
which depends wholly, as to us, upon 
Teſtimony, there is not and cannot be ſup- 
poſed to be any ſuch mutual Connexion 
or Dependence in the Nature and Reaſon 


of the Things themſelves; and ſince alſo 


you have profeſſediy confined: vour ſelf in 
this Argument to Matters of Faith, as 


CON- 


r 
contradiſtinguiſhed from Rational Morali- 
ty, or to Reveal d as diſtin from Natural 
Religion; it muſt from hence follow that 
you have proceeded in this whole Affair 
upon a manifeſtly wrong Principle, and 


advanced your Reaſon to an Office, which 


it is by no Means capable of. Vou will ſay 


perhaps, if this be ſo, what then becomes 


of Reaſon in Matters of Faith? Muſt we 
in thoſe Matters lay aſide our Underſtand - 
ings and Reaſoning Faculties, and believe 
Things without any rational Ground or 
Evidence at all? No, Sir, by no Means; 
for tho there is no Room in Matters of 


Divine Faith for Men to make New Re- 


velations, under a Pretence of explaining 


the Old, or of drawing diſtinct reveal d 
Concluſions from reveal d Principles, yet 


there is ſtill Ground enough for the Exer- 
ciſe of Reaſon about Matters of Faith; 
and indeed there would be a plain Necef- 
ſiry for it, if it was only to diſcover the 


Weakneſs of ſuch Reaſonings as yours. 
But, I ſhall now endeavour ro ſhew what 


is the Uſe, and the only Uſe, that can be 
made of Reafon in Matters of Divine Re- 
velation: And here I ſay that the Exer- 
ciſe of Reaſon about thoſe Matters muſt 
be confined intirely to theſe two Things. 


Firſt, it is by the Exerciſe of our Under- 


ſtandings and Reaſon that we muſt inform 
| _- 


1180 

our Judgments whether there is any ſuch 
Thing as a Revelation from God made 
to Mankind or no; and particularly whe- 
ther the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament are ſuch a Revelation. Second- 
ly, ir is by employing our Underſtandings 
and Reaſon about the Eſtabliſſid Signifi- 
cation of Words, and applying the obvi- 
ous Rules of Interpretation, that we mult 
determine the particular, original and ge- 
nuine Senſe or Meaning of the Propofiti- 
ons in which the Revelation is expreſs'd 
or convey'd to our Minds; after the ſame 
Manner that we come at the Senſe or 
Meaning of all other Hiſtorians and Law- 
givers, where the Facts and Laws are 
committed to Writing, and we cannot 
have Recourſe to the Revealers, or re- 
ceive any clearer or more immediate Com- 
munications from the Law-giver himſelf. 
Where the Scripture is once received as a 
Principle, and own'd as ſufficient ro an- 
ſwer all the Ends of a Divine Revelation, 
the only Thing remaining, in which Rea- 
ſon can be employ'd about Matters of 
Revelation, is, to ſettle and determine 
the particular, original and genuine Sig- 
nification of the Words or Terms, in which 
the Revelation is deliver d, expreſs d and 
convey d to our Minds. And this I might 
leave as a neceſſary Conſequence of what 
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J have already ſaid, till it can be ſhewn 
that it is poſſible in any Caſe to draw di- 
ſtinct reveal d Concluſions from reveal d 
Principles. But becauſe you think you 
can give Inſtances of this, and ſince you 
have endeavour d to exemplify your ge- 
neral Doctrine in particular Caſes, I ſhall 
now conſider what you have offer d to 
this Purpoſe; and J imagine it will appear 
that the clear and plain Conſequences 
from Scripture Principles, which you eve- 
ry where talk of, and inſiſt ſo much upon, 
are either the very Principles themſelves, 
and no diſtinct Concluſions from them, or 
falſe Inferences, and in Reality no Con- 
ſequences at all. One Inſtance which you 
very much inſiſt upon to this Purpoſe, by 
repeating it in ſeveral Parts of your Book, 
is that of our Saviour's proving againſt 
the Sadduces the real Exiſtence of the 
Dead in a ſeparate State, by an Original 
Teſtimony out of their own Law. For 
the Sadduces it ſeems deny d the Reſurrecti- 
on upon this Ground, that they did not 
believe any ſeparare Exiſtence of Perſons 
in the Stare of the Dead; but fince God 
had faid, I am the God of Abraham, and 
the God of 1/aar, and the God of Jacob, 
when the Perſons themſelves were dead, 
it is plain that the Meaning of the Pro- 
poſition muſt be that 6 
N iſted; 


iſted; for he that ſays God is the God of 

the Dead, muſt by the Dead here mean 
Perſons really exiſting, or elſe the Pro- 

ſition can have no Senſe or Meaning at 
all. God had faid after the Death of the 
Perſons, I am, and not, I was the God of 
Abraham, Oc. from whence tis evident 
that our Saviour here urges an expreſs 
Scripture Teſtimony againſt the Saddures. 
For ſhould any one deny that Perſons actu- 
ally in the Favour of God do actually ex- 
iſt, you could not prove the Thing by a- 
ny one intermediate Idea, ſo as to make 
our the Connexion plainer than it is in 
it ſelf; unleſs the Tranſpoſition of Words 
only, or the bare Sound of an Ergo be 
ſufficient to make a Conſequence, without 
regarding the Order and Connexion of I- 
deas, or the Operations of the Mind a- 
bout them. I know ſomè People ſet up 
for deep Logicians, merely by ſhewing 
they can draw what they call diſtinct 
Conſequences from any given Principles, 
without advancing one Step beyond the 
Principle it ſelf. To let us ſee with what 
Clearneſs and Strength of Reaſon you 
draw Scripture Conſequences, you exem- 
plify your Doctrine farther, p. 87. in this 


- 


Syllogiſm. 


£ 


118 


He that made All Things W 
- Jeſus Chriſt is he that made All _—_ 
3} F herefore Jeſus Chriſt is God. 


That * Chriſt is God he Son, Be- 
gotten of God the Father, and that God 
the Father made All Things by Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Scripture plainly declares; 
tho this is what you have not proved 
by Conſequence. - But to ſhew in how 
trifing and indeterminate a Senſe you 


make uſe of the Word God, give me Leave 


to argue, upon your own Principles, thus: 


He — made All Things i is God the Fa- 
ther 

[Jeſus Chriſt is he that made All Things. 

Therefore Jeſus C hriſt is God the Father. 


In ſhall undertake at any Tins to prove, 
4020 whatever you can ſay to the con- 


trary, that this, in your Scheme, muſt 


be as juſt and neceſfary a Scripture Con- 


| gence” as any one of them all. Or thus: 


The — True God is the God ad Fa- 
ther of Jeſus Chriſt. 
But Jeſus Chriſt is the One True God. 
Therefore Jeſus Chriſt is the God and 
Father of Jeſus Chriſt. 


The 


0 
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The MajorPropoſition i is Scripte, and 
the Minor is your own. But to ſhew that 
you can prove the ſame Thing more Ways 
than one, you go on to Tyllogize ne 


i 


{ 


| There is but One God. 
The Father is God, the Son is God, the 

Holy Ghoſt is God. 4 

: Therefore theſe Three are One God. 


Tf you here uſe the Word God cbeiſaly 
in the ſame Senſe as apply'd te the Fa- 
ther, to the Son, and'to the Holy Ghoſt; 
if you have not one diſtin determinate 
Idea, when you uſe theſe different Sounds, 
as I imagine you have not, your Argue 

ment muſt ſtand thus; 


There is bur One God. 
Bur God is God, God is God, and Gold 
1s God. | | 
Therefore God is One God. 

If you can ſkew chat 1 haye abuſc@i you 
in this Way of repreſenting your Argu- 
ments, and that there is any one ſingle 
_ determinate Idea in your Account, that is 
not in mine, and in the very ſame Orger; 
I fay, if you can make this appear, I 
doubt br nor bur you will think your ſelf o. 


22; 


| — 


* to do it in the Juſtification of your 
ick. You may be apt to make more 
Verbal Diſtinctions in this Caſe, as you 
have done already; you will diſtinguiſh 
(for Inſtance) between a Thing's being 
the ſame ſubſtanrially, and perſonally, or 
eſſentially and ſubſiſtentially; and you 
will ſay, upon Occaſion, when Neceſſity 
drives, that the Father, Son; and Holy 
| Ghoſt, tho one Subſtance, are yer three 
Perſons. But when you are call'd upon 
to tell us what you mean by the Word 
Perſon, as you here uſe it, you endea- 
vour to explain one Unintelligible Term 
by another, and ſubſtitute the Word Sub- 
 fiſtence in the Room of Perſon: And when 
you are farther urged to explain what you 
intend to ſignify by three Subſiſtences in 
one Subſtance, you can ſay nothing, but 
that you make uſe of theſe. Words for 
want of more fit or proper Terms. And 
thus you would by all Means: ſeem to 
ſay ſomething when you have nothing 
to ſay, and labour to conceal the plain 
Truth, which is, that you have no Mean- 
ing at all to your Words. But I beſeech 
you do not caſt a groundleſs Reflection 
upon our Language, and all the Langua- 
fac you are acquainted with, as if you 
ad ſome Ideas in your Mind which you 
can find no Words to expeoſhe ſo as to 


convey 
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convey them to the Minds of others. In 
other Matters, where you have really any 
Ideas at all, you do not appear ſo much 
at a Loſs for Words; and the plain Truth 
is, as every one muſt ſee, however you 
endeayour to diſguiſe or conceal it, that 
you want not Words to expreſs your I- 
deas, but Ideas to affix to your Words. 
You had as good therefore come to a 
frank and open Confeſſion, that you talk 
about you know not what, and that in 
Truth you underſtand nothing at all of 
the Matter. Be free and ingenuous if you 
| Pleaſe, and let the World know how 
much they are obliged to thoſe who ſer 
up for the Orthodoxy of Sounds with- 
out Ideas, and who would perfwade Men 
that tis damnable Hereſy to underſtand 

the Scriptures. For your own part, as 


: you have now mended your Scheme, and 
declared againſt any eternal Generation 


of the Son of God whatever, whether 
Voluntary or Neceflary, you have here- 
by plainly - embraced the Fundamental 
Principle of Socinianiſin; and herein I 
think you have given up all poſſible Ac- 
counts of a Trinity. I am ſenſible that 
you may {till ſeem to bear off from So- 
ermaniſm in ſome verbal Diſtinctions, 
and Sounds of no Signification; bur T 
here challenge you to lay down any one 
89% | | ſingle 


[22] 
ſingle intelligible Propoſition, expreſſive 
of any real Difference betwixt your Or- 
thodoxy and real Socinianiſm. If you 
can now ſhew that you are ſtill a Trini- 
tarian in reality, and not barely in Words, 
I will admire your Skill, & eris mi 
magnus Apollo. If you cannot, I hope 
your next will appear in a more Chari- 
table and Chriſtian Strain. 

What has been ſaid may 1 think be Fo 
Abr to ſnew that you have proceeded 
upon a wrong Principle, in ſuppoſing that 
Matters of Faith are capable of yielding 
diſtinct Conſequences in a Train of rati- 
onal Deductions, as is the Caſe in Matters 
of Science; and that the Inſtances you 
have given of it are not at all to your Pur- 
poſe, and moſt egregious trifling. But I 


ſhall now, for the Arguments ſake, ſuppoſe 


the Truth of your Principle, and ſhall 
endeavour to ſhew that even upon this 
Suppoſition what you have advanced is 
of no Weight or Conſequence at all, and 


cannot in the leaſt weaken or injure the 


Cauſe: you have undertaken to write a- 
gainſt.' the viſible and profeſs'd Deſign 
of your learned Diſſertation, is, the Con- 
viction and Confuſion of thoſe who reject 


the real determinate Senſe of Scripture, 


and ſtick to the bare Words only, abſtracted 


from their Meaning, and who will not re- 


geive 


ceive or own the moſt evident and ne- 

ceſſary Conſequences from any Scripture 
Principles. Theſe are your Adverſaries, 
or you have none at all; and if you can- 
not produce the Perſons, and prove the 
Charge upon them in another Manner 
than you have yet done, I believe it muſt 
appear to the whole World that you are 
here fighting without an Adverſary, and 
that you have taken Pains only to 
deſtroy a Creature of your own Ima- 
gination. You charge your Adverſaries 
with ſuppoſing or maintaining that it is 
ſufficient, even in ſome Matters of great 
Conſequence, barely to believe the 
Words of Scripture as abſtracted from 
their Meaning. I muſt here call upon you 
to name the Men, among any of thoſe 
you are writing againſt, who maintain 
that ſuch a Belief, which is really no 
Belief at all, is yet ſufficient to denomi- 
hand a Man a Chriſtian, or to anſwer any 
one Purpoſe of Religion. If you can 
produce the Perſons, I muſt remit them 
to the Care of thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it is 
to cure Madmen; if you cannot, you 
are only trifling, and faſly accuſing your 
Brethren in a Matter of the higheſt: Im- 
portance. I think every one muſt allow 
that it is ſufficient to believe the Scriptures 
to be the certain infallible Word of ** 
2 114 an 


or diſputable Cates, which a warm Zea- 
lous Dogmatiſt may inſiſt upon as very 
clear and evident, or even as neceſſary 
to Salvation. 20 | | 
| x — By your determinate Senſe of Scripture, 
| * and evident Conſequences-from Scripture 
| Principles, you muſt mean either that 
Senſe, or thoſe Conſequences, which can- 
not but appear clear and evident to the 
Underſtandings of all ſincere Chriſtians, 
or to all who make a right Uſe of their 
Faculties, and a due Improvement of the 
_ Helps which God has put into their Hands; 
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| and to underſtand them in the right Senſe 
| as far as we are capable, tho we may 
| not be able to fix or ſettle that determi- 
j nate Senſe of Scripture in ſome doubtful 


or elſe that Senſe and thoſe Conſequences, 


which appear clear and plain to your own 
Underſtanding, without any Regard to the 
different Underſtanding, Capacities and 
Circumſtances of others. One of theſe, I 
ſuppoſe,” you muſt mean by what you ſo 


much infiſt upon; for I hope you do not 


talk of a determinate Senſe, and clear and 
plain Conſequences as abſtracted from all 
Underſtandings. If by the determinate 
| Senſe and evident Conſequences of Scrip- 
ture Principles, you mean that Senſe 
and thoſe Conſequences, which cannot bur 
appear determinate, clear and evident = 
"a. the 
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che eden olf Marere Uhriflf 
ans? T miſt here calf up yGu to name 
che Perſt a bs A of choſe you are 
writing againſt; y Fejett anyſach deter- 
mina, Sale of Ser or Rn ſuck clear 
and necefſary Conſe dences from Scriptute 
Prigeiples. If yoß kan name che f ſors 
and prove the £ arge T will pity the 
Men, and deteſt their Hypoetiſy if you 
_ Iwill deteſt won Uocharitablenels, 
on "pity the Man chat can be 2222 
* 14 11 l DO: mon TE G42 I 43 La £11) 
+ think, it is plain at That may be 
a clear 'Conſequeh 10 * Man's Under- 
ſtanding,” Which cant never be ſo to _ 
ther's; and that one Man may appt 
a” Thing -neceſfary,” which an may 
never b able ro Airoper to be ſd mile 
as true, even while they are body equal- 
5 ſigcere: "And befot& yu can be qualify d 
to pronounce as you'd8; or to paſs any 
ſu definitive Semence, concernin Wen 
muſt br muſt not be clear or evide 
the Viidertdiait K 8 785 R all UF ners Chin 
ans > you mült be; ly "act uninted 
with "th "Hears Cn a1 00 Wee es of 
Men, wit the fſErerit Degr ee and Mea- 
fare of their Fand: Apptchenſi- 
ons? Ja de different Poſtrion aſid Situa- 
tian of articulat "Truths to their Under- 


2.63) 


999 8 ; yu muſt de well apprized 2 
WW 1 


the — 5 wich which God has 
entrults ed your Fella. e and the 
different Uſe and Application. t hey have 
made gf chem; ;of;the different Prejudices 
and. Prepolſeliiqns they labour under, and 
-how, far-and in haz, particular Caſes any 
of their Doubts, Scruples, Mi akes 

and Errors, are vincible or inviucible; 
de Dear be either omniſcient 
N able to 7 chat f Je 1 are 
155 —5 aye paxticular 945 nd extra- 

in 


orqdinar Revelations from G Ml thoſe 
Dales. NI N 1 — iN inne 
Thus qualify d. m Jou be before you 


gan —.— — concern 
 Sincerity or Inſincerity of Mens Rags 
who ohey 5 . — oleſs to 9 0 


4D the certain inf: OF 
Word of God, —— bee tm i the beſt 
they can co underſtand them in the bt 


Senſe in order to regulate their 
gehe e L have e on on pcs of Piece 4 


Juſtice of yo 
of my elk and others, which e you 
would from henceforth ſu Your un- 


| charitable and bold Deccrminations con- 
| N of 
| | ? Lian " till you are qua- 
15 0 b govern a1 e the World; 
and When oo and cat 

yoo eres vou nec d not 85 
A eve 


| Z ys the Commada Faith, to the Ge: 


every ſineeve Chrifttau will-readd yiſuhmit 
to vou Judgmenn“! 0: £234 10 15 
2 But aſter all 2 —— 
and — 0 
Men for mere doubtflil Opinions ou 
which ———— el Imegtic y 
could never agree, 1 doubt — 
make it appear that tlit ſe good Words, 
true Senſe uf, — andi pla 
Conſequences, ' ed De aduc tions from 
Principles; and tire like,: can fig 


nify nothing with yo but \yourZown 

Judgment or Opiniai true or falſeg right 
or wrong; your-own: Judgment coneern- 
ing che: Senſe of the:$criprure: 1 is and muſſ 
be to you the true Senſe; and fun this 


nion, or beeauſe it (appears true to Four 
| Underftanding.' not 20 31924 nor Fits } CW 
Tis true you appeal wich great Pomp 

—— whenever you! think it is 
your Advantage, tothe Carholich 


neral on of; Chriſtians, or- in: one 
— hen hr, Aude 
I. — ou © nor r ap (nit 
7 noDruſk;cadinbatc i you:do 
: — TD Earneſt ibelieeumplicie i 
the Church believes Hf, this be ſu.) ham 
ſorry fort it and wiſ o would ahrow = 
- 3 But aftot * 
a $ 


very your own . 1 


Datholick Seuſfe, or che Authoriry 
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and Way of talking can 383 not 


2 — nothing but your 
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is plain that You” have no more Regard 


than other Men to the Cathalick Senſo, 


and che Common Faith, whenever. they 
happen to diſag . ybur oven Senſe 

and your own dean haue given up 
2 Point, which — been hitherto! look d 


upon as à Part of ithe Qatholick Senſe, 


and Common Faith of Chriſtians; and 
which has been, as firmly believ d and 
rely d on as any One Article in their 
Creeds;. I mean the eternal Generation of 


the Son of God: And why then ſhould 


yOu! go about on other Oceaſons to im 
poſe upon the Weak and the Credulous; 
bydelmiog rolay ſo great aStreſsupon the 
of the 
Shurch, which: you.are teady«26 part 
wirh at any rime to ſerve a Turn, and 
which you muſt be ſenſible can bear no 
t at gllhi Leads duni | 
>this- vain: and incon- 
—— Senſe, or 
rhe — the: Church, — | 


the true Senſe of Scripture in your Sc 
bur{your own. Senſe, true or-falft; hg 
Voutqplain ancbevident Conſaquences from 


« F i Now. .take>awa 
ſiſtent Ap 


own Opinions, whether tliey dre in rea- 
lity right or wryng; clear: orinot} clear: 
yoo: ſo all _ 3 muſſ : in Truth 


wy 


. 290 
rarminate iff chis, that it is neceſſary for 
all Chriſtians toi bolieve the Scripture in 
that Senſe which you think to be the 


true Senſe; and to receive and own eve- 
ry Thing as a clear and neceſſary Conſe- 
quence from Scripture Principles, that is 
ſuchtin your Judgment or Opinion. But 
ſince you cannot pretend to any. Infallible 
Cextainty in thoſe Matters, and therefore 
muſt own that you may be miſtaken; ſince 
vou may be in the Wrong, and: thoſe that 
differ from you in the Right, fot any 
Thing you can know, or be certain of to 
HEE have one Piece of J uſtice 
more to demand of you, 1. . chat yo 
would not be quite ſo poſitive and dog- 
matical in your — for che future, 
nor ſo over- forward to cenſure and £on- 
demn others, till ou can be! more pro- 
perly and ſtrictiy certain that you ate not 
your ſelf in che Wrong; at leaſt till you 
aan anſwer the arguments that have been, 
or may . offers) be 
brought: againſt vou Tis evident that 
your Courage has: not fail d you ini this 
Perſormances Hate var the Argument has 
done: but if KWaE WOrthy to adviſe you; 
it mould beim the Words of Abab to Ben: 
Hadad, Let not him: that. giruatihi an his 
Hung begſt , as: 4 wer age 
it off. IVE V0 56 
nds "= 3 
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Now, cho this might paſs us a full An- 
ſwer to ydur whole Book, ſince what las 

been ſaid: may be ſuſſtcient, when applyd 
to your — Objections and Rea 
ſonings, to reduce them to juſt nothing; 
yet, becauſe: the ſubſeribing of Human 
Teſts, and the making Declarations of 
Faith, conformable to theſe: Human Sran« 
dands, as noceſſary to Chriftian Commus 
nion, as if the Holy Scriptures, withour 
theſe additional Teſts; were:not ſufficient 7 
to anſwer. all the Purpoſes of true _ 
on: Becauſe this, I ſay, is 3 Buſineſs'of 

at Importance, and becauſe this Plea 
ag been lately revived among our ſelves, 
and. proſecuted with ſo much Heat and 
Contention, I ſhall conſider the Matter a 
little father): „ 200 
It muſt Puppet de dense that he 
who believes the Seriptutes to be the cer: 
tain infallible Word o$ God, and endea- 
yours The beſt he can to: underſtand; them 
right, and to reg ate his Practice therd. 
. 4 true Chriſtian, If chis be real 
„the credible Profeſfioa uf it 

vidble- Chriſtianity, orchar which 

K re an u Right il Kino 22 
to Chriſtia Communion, and to the ge 
nefies and Privileges" of the Chriſtian:Co- 
veriant, as far as they cùn he 3 \of 
; _e I diſpenſed by Mans | An 
MY There 
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[31] 
f There can be no Diſpute; If ppoſe, bez 
tween you and me about real Chriſtianity; 
but the only Queſtion is, what ought to 


be look d upon or regarded as a credible 


Profeſſion of it, -10: as to give Men a 


Right to the viſible Communion of Chri- 


ſtians, or to intitle them in Faro Hecięſis 
to the Benefits and Privileges of the Chri- 
ſtian Covenant; whether the Scriptures 


alone, or the Chriſtian DoRrines, as ex- 


preſdd and ſignify d in the Sacred Writ- 
ings under the Infallible Guidance and 
Direction of the Holy Ghoſt, be a ſuffi- 
cient Feſt of the Soundneſs of Mens 
Faith : or whether theſe alone ate not 
ſufficient without the farther! additional 
Explichtions, Deciſions and Limitations of 
Fallible and Uninſpired Men? This you 
cannot deny to be the true State of the 
Queſtion between the Subſcribers and 
Non-ſubſcribers; and I think I can ſhew 
that the Queſtion muſt terminate in the 
Sufficiency or Inſufficiency of Seripture as 
2 Rule of Faith, and that the Matter muſt 
ultimately be reſolved into the grand De- 


bare berwixt Papiſts and Proteſtants, vis 


Whecher the Church has Authority to 
bind the Conſtiences of all its Members 


in Matters of Faith. If God has delega- 


ted any ſuch Authority, it is no great 
Matter whether he has lodged it ia the 


wo 


T3] 


4 


* — i IN Oran: _ —— — 
— — ITED 1 2 = 2 ” > 
22 = * 
— — I * J — 
2. — 2 * 3 — = . 
— - x 4 - _— - ee bars 2 * 
Aa Py 3 av wakes — 
—— 2 * 
r = — 2 


— — by F n p 
2 —— — 4 Ao Ry 2 — 


pe * TA” 
— Sande 
— 


E.1 
** * 
— — 


1 — &7 my 
Indore cr de 


q E 
6 
1 : 
1 
1 
* 
* 
AY 
4 
o "© 7 
#4 


— 


bers in the Right, and 
- rt. One Reafon why J think the Non- 


1 


Hands of the Pope, of a Genetal Coun- 


eil, of a National or Provincial Synod, or 
intruſted it with a certain Body of Lon- 
don Miniſtets. But if no ſuch Authority 


is committed ro Fallible Creatures, I fear 


that thoſe who ſet up as Judges of Or- 
thodoxy in the moſt diſputable, doubrful 
and incomprehenſible Points, and are for 
excluding Men from the Communion of 
Chriſtians and the Benefits of the Chriſti- 
an Covenant, for not ſubſcribing” their 
Fallible Human Teſts, will be found to 
be Enemies in plain Conſequence, tho 
not in Principle, to the Religious Liber» 


ties of Mankind, and to the ſole Autho- 


rity and Juriſdiction of God over the 
Hearts and Conſciences of Men. If Jam 
miſtaken; I doubt not bur you wil-endea- 
your to ſet me right; but 1 ſhall give you 
my Reaſon why I think the Non - ſubſcri- 
the Subſcribers in 


7 g 


„ 


the Wrong. | 


ſubſcribers in the Right, and vou in the 
Wrong, is, becauſe T apprehend it impoſ- 


ſible, in the Nature of the Thing, that 


Fallible Uninſpired Men ſhould: exprefs 
any Doctrine of Faith, or Divine Reyela- 
tion, in Words or Terms more clear, fig- 


nificant or unexceptionable, than thoſe in 
which the ſame Doctrine is expreſs d in 


Scripture. For, 


0991. 


For ſince all Doctrines of this Nature 
img Facts and poſitive Inſtitutions, 
depending wholly upon Teſtimony, muſt 
be independent of each other, and can 
have no neteſſary Connexion or Relation 
among themſelves in the prior Nature and 
Reaſon of Things; and ſince alſo the 
Words or Terms by which they are e- 
preſs d in the Revelation it ſelf are the 
only natural Signs of the Ideas, or the only 
Means of conveying the Doctrines or. 
Truths to our Minds; it is, Ithink, front 
hence very evident, that no reveal d Dor. 
trine can be more clear or determinate to 
us than the Signification of the Words or 
Terms in * 0 ir is expreſs d by rhe 
Revealer himſelf; and that where an 
Doctrine, containing a Matter of Fact r 
poſitive Inſtitution, is delivered in doubts 
ful or indeterminate Expreſſions in the 
Original Teftimony it ſelf, upon which 
alone it can depend, that Doctrine wick 
out a new Revelation muſt for ever re- 
main doubtful and indeterminate,” and no 
Conſequence or Deductions of human 
Reaſon whatever can make it otherwiſe. 
Now white the Holy Ghaſt in Scriprurg 
has expreſs'd a Doctrine in Terms ſuffiet- 
ently clear and unerceptionable, thete 
can be no Reaſon for Men to put 
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preſſions of their own, as if they intended 


hereby to render it more than ſufficiently 


clear and unexceptionable. Perhaps you 
will fay, tho the Holy Ghoſt in Scripture 
has expreſs d the Mind and Will of God in 
Terms ſufficiently. clear to thoſe who will 
do what they ought to underſtand them 
right, yet they may be miſtaken, perver- 
ted and abuſed; and where they are ſo, 
they ought to be explained and limited 
to prevent the growth of dangerous Er- 
rors and Hereſy. This is the common 
Plea; but I muſt here ask you, whether 
any human Deciſions and Definitions con- 
cerning the Senſe of Scripture can be ſuf- 
ficiently clear to thoſe who will not do 
what they ought to underſtand them 
right? And Whether the Words of Men 
are not as liable to be miſtaken, pervert- 
ed and abuſed, as the Words of the Holy 
it muſt be then plain that your Remedy 
is not at all ſuited to the Diſeaſe, and 
that the Means you propoſe cannot in 


the leaſt tend to prevent or cure the Evil 


you complain of. Beſides, who ſhall ex- 
plain your Explications. and deſine your 
Definitions concerning the Senſe of Scrip- 
ture, which are for the moſt part more dark 
and obſcure than the Original Sacred Teſ- 
timonies themſelves. But if you will _ 
bor that 
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%. 
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that where the Holy Ghoſt in Scripture” 
has not expteſs d the Mind and Will of 
God in Terms ſufficiently clear and un- 
exceptionable, fallible uninſpird Men 
may ſo _ expreſs it: This is ſaying by a 
_ Conſequence ſufficiently clear, chat 
Men are wiſer or more merciful than 
God]; that they are gapable of drawing 
Conſequences from Seripture Principles, 
which thall be clearer than che Principles 
themſelves from which they are drawn; 
and that fallible uninſpited Men ean re- 
veal the Mind and Will of God better 
and more effectually, that is, in Terms 
more clear, ſignificant aud expreſlive, than 
God himſelf has done it. I cannot ſeœe 
how you will avoid theſe Conſequences, 
while you maintain that the Scripture is 
not ſo expreſs or clear, even in Things 
neceſſary to Salvation, but that there is 
ſtill need of a more clear, expreſs and 
definitive Teſt whereby to judge of the 
Soundneſs of Men's Faith in thoſe Mar- 
ters, than the Scripture it ſelf, as tlie 
Holy Ghoſthas left it. It will afford you no 
Relief to ſay, that your human Explicati- 
ons and Definitions in Matters of Faith, 
contain the true Seriſef of Scripture; for 
as this is only your Opinion, and you 
muſt own that the Opinions of others 
We. to have no Weight with you in the 


E 2 Caſo, 
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Caſe, ſo if I ſhould allow it, it could 
do you no Service ; for you muſt ſay, 
if you will ſay any thing to the Purpoſe, 
rar your human Declarations: and Deci- 
ons, in Matters of Faith, not only con- 
tain the true Senſe of; Seripturèe, but 
chat they contain it more clearly, expreſs- 
12 and definitively, than the Scripture it 
lf; and while you are reſolved to talk at 
this Rate, you may 12. what you pleaſe 
about the Sufficiencyof Scripture, and your 
receiving it as the only Rule of Faith, 
bot: every unprejudiced perſun muſt ſee 
hat you do in 1 and by neceſſary 
5 og lay aſide the Sęriptute ag 
flicienc, or leſs. fit and 40 Ce while 
you ſubſtitute another Rule as} more ex- 
Loa and clear, and conſequently ſuperi- 
or and preferable to it: And while: you 
will go on to maintain this greater Ex- 
preſſneſs and Clearneſs of your human 
Teſts, and Forms af Orthodoxy, I doubt 
not but ro make it good, againſt any 
thing that you ſhall ſay to the contrary; 
that all that additional Significaocy, 
Clearneſs, and Expreſſneſs, above and be- 
yond what is contain d in the Scripture 
it ſelf, as the Holy Ghoſt: has left: it, 
muſt be owing either to a now-Revelati- 
on, or afalſe Gloſs. And from this Con- 
{igeration alone te Non · ſubſcribers 
IJ | might 


[37] 


might, with great Reaſon and Juſtice; have 
rejected the Teſts offer'd at Safters-Hall, 
even tho'-every one of them had been of 
your Mind, with regard to the Doctrine 
of the Trinity. Bur, 

Aly, Another Reaſon why 1 edanot a- 
gre wich you; concerning the Neceſſity 

or Expediency of ſuch human Explica- 

tions and Definitions of the Senſe of 
Scriprure; and of making Declarations 
of Faith which ſhall be unexceptio end 
conformable to them as a Rule or 5 
ard, is, betauſe Ichink the Metho 
ptopoſe; cannot poſſibly anſwer His 0 
you pretend to aim at, vis. the preſerv- 
ing the Puriey of the Chriſtian Boctrine 
and Worſhip,” by excluding from the 

Communion” of the Church, Perſons 
wickedly infincere and unfound' in the 
Faith. On the contrary, I think I can 
| ſhew, that your Remedy can ſetve only 
co ſix and radicate the Diſeaſe; that it 

muſt in its Uſe and App lication, do infi- 
nitely more Hurt than Good, ad be at- 
tended with worſe Conſequences _ 
choſe you endeavour to avoid.' The gre 
and popular Plea is, that Arminians 
Anubaptiſtis, Qualers, Arians, Socinians, 
and all the different Parties and Sectaries 
among Proteſtants, how erroneous ſoever, 
W 1 . readily: ſubſcribe the > OOTY 85 
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the only Rule of their Faith and Practice; 
profeſs to uſe. theit beſt Endeavours to 
underftand them right, in order to regu- 
late their Actions theteby; and may be 
alſo in all other Reſpects unexceptiona- 


bly clear in their Lives and moral Con- 


duct. If this be true, as perhaps it may, 
I am glad to hear it; but then let thoſe 
who would exclude them from Chriſtian 
Communion; and the Benefits of the 
Chriſtian Covenant, look to themſelves! 
for I would not ſtand in their Place at 
the Great Day, for all the Infallibility 
they are intitled to, or all the Temporal 
Emoluments and Advantages of their ſupy 
poſed Orthodoxy. I believe you cannot 
ſhew that any of the different Parties and 
Perſuaſions, among Proteſtants, do deny 
or doubt of any one Principle or Truth 
which the Apoſtles and firſt inſpiredPreach- 
ers of the Goſpel inſiſted on as neceſſary 
to Chriſtian Communion, or to conſtitute 
Men Members of the viſible Church, and 
give them a viſible Right to the Benefits 
of the Chriſtian Covenant: And indeed 


their very refuſing to ſubſcribe your Teſts, 


or to make any ſuch Declaration of their 
Faith, as ſhall be agreeable to your Judg- 


ment and diſtinguiſhing Opinions, with 


their being content to bear all the Re- 


proaches and Calumnies yon can load 
$i; | TOE them 
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them with for not doing it, is a clearer 
Proof of their Sincerity, than you can 
give to the contrary. 

If a Few ſhould now profeſs to be con- 
vinced that Jeſus is the true Meſſiah, or 
the great Prophet, Prieſt and King, who 
was to be ſent from God, to reveal his 
Will for the Salvation of Men; and that 
conſequently, he is ready to receive the 
New Teſtament in the beſt Senſe that he 
can underſtand ir, and to become a Chri- 
ſtian, provided you will bur ſuffer him to 
profeſs and practiſe his own Religion 
too, and to uſe his beſt Endeavour to 
convince others of the Neceſſity of joyn: 
ing it with- Chriſtianity,” till he ſhall be 
convinced himſelf to the contrary ; 'I 
doubt not but you would be ready to re- 
Jet and exclude ſuch a Profeſſor from 
your Communion, together with Quakers, 
Arians, Socinians, and all other Hereticks, 
as you would eſteem them; and yet you 
muſt own, that the Apoſtles, who had 
doubtleſs as good Opportunity of know- 
ing the Hearts of Men as you 'can have, 
received the Jewiſh Proſelites upon choſe 
very Terms, and would not ſuffer the 
Gentile Converts to exclude them their 
Communion, or deny them the Benefits 
of the Chriſtian Covenant; even though 
INE were very zealous for impoſing the 
n Obſer- 


a * 


Obſervation of their Law as neceſſary 
to Salvation on the Gentile Conyerts them- 

The Apoſtles, and firſt inſpired Prea- 
chers of the Goſpel, were ſo little ac- 


quainted with our modern Method of 
Subſcriptions, and voluminous Declara- 
tions of Faith, that they thought it a 
ſufficient Teſt of Mens Chriſtianity, if 
they profeſs d to believe this one Article 
of Faith, hal Jeſus Was the true Mefſiahs 
ſince he who embraced this one ſingle 
Principle truly and ſincerely muſt, in 
conſequence hereof, think himſelf oblig- 
ed to examine impartially all that Chriſt 

has delivered as the Mind and Will of 
God, to endeavour to undetſtand it in 
the beſt Senſe he can, and to regulate 
his Faith and Practice thereby; and he 
who is inſincere in this, Profeſſion may, 
for any Judgment that fallible Men can 
make of it, be equally inſincere in any 
other Profeſſion whatever. This was all 
that the Apoſtles inſiſted on in Point of 
Faith, when they proſelited the etus to 
Chriſtianity, who had been before in- 
ſtructed in the Doctrine of One God: 
And when they preached to the Heathens, 
who had many Gods, they added the 
grand fundamental Principle of Natural 


Religion concerning One God, or One 


Supreme 


L4¹ 
Supreme Independent firſt Caufe ora 
Things; to this teveal'd' Principle, 'that 
Jeſus, ' whom they preached, — 'fent 
from God to reveal his Will Sal- 
vation of Man, and was the hl Me- 
diator betwixt God and Man. But now 
this, or een much more, will not ſerve 
the Turn, for he who cannot come into 
all 'the unintelligible Cant and Schölaz- 
ſtick Jargon of modern Orthodoxy - muſt 
expect tõ be condemned as an eretick, 
and given 00 the Devil. e 2300) 

Bur after all your high prerckiftbft 
of  ethritit the Patty of the Chriſtian» 
Faith and Werſhip'by your human Expli- 
cations and Definitions of the Senſe of 
Scripttite, tis evident,” that . boafled 
Means of Security can ferve only to ex- 
clude” ſintere Non: ſubſcribers om the 
Commpmon of the Church; while you 
muſt unavoidably admit into it all — 
wickedly inſincere and unconſcion; 
Profeſſors of Chtiſtianiry, after you live 
made: chem ſuch by the ſtrongeſt Ten 
_ tations vou could lay 2 undef. 


Since we cannot enter into the Hearts 


of or determine any thing about 
0 acities and pier Br or the 


4 rent Eero they make of 


9 with reſpect to God and their 6Wn 


Cee 1 wr it muſt b 
low 
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low'd as a Rule of Judgment, that every 
Man has an equal Right to be believed, 
with regard to the Sincerity of his Profeſ- 
ſions and Declarations, till he has for- 
feited his Credibility, either by acting 
apparently contrary to his own profeſs d 
Principles, or by a wicked immoral Life; 
in which every one muſt: ſtand ſelf. con- 
demn d, and proclaim himſelf to the 
whole World about him to be a Perſon 
of no Religion or Conſcience at all. If 
this Rule of Judgment is not admitted, 
it muſt deſtroy all Credibility of Profeſ- 


ſion among Men, and leave no Body a 


— 


* 


— 


whatever. 


Right ro be believed in any Declaration 


Now if you will ſuppoſe chat you 
muſt be in the right, or cannot be mi- 
Raken about any ching that you, appre- 
hend to be neceſſary_ in Scripture by 
clear and plain Conſequence ;, tho the 
Scripture. it ſelf, by any clear, expreſs 
and unexceptionable Declarations, has 
not conſtituted any ſuch Neceſſity; and 
if you will alſo ſuppoſe, or take it for 


« 7 


| granted, that another who differs from 


vou in any ſuch Caſe, muſt not only be 


* 


miſtaken, bur muſt be alſo wickedly inſin- 


cere and - heretical. in his Error, tho” he 


has not forfeited the . Credibility, of his 


Proſeſſion, by contradicting it in Practice, 


| or 


wy 
4. S x Want 


8 
43) 
or by any open moral Wickedneſs: 1 
you will, I ſay, ſuppoſe cheſe two Things, 
as you moſt evidently do; by theiſame 
Right; and upon tlie ſamb:Principte;>thar 
Other may, and muſt Juggs rhe ſame of 
you; and this moſt unchriſtian Rule 6f 
Judgment maſt go round, not only to che- 
different and oppoſire Parties andiPers 
ſuaſions of Men, but tò all rhe different 
Opinions and Sentiments which are eder. 
where to be found among Men of eh 
ſame Communion and general Denomi= 
nation. Eicher therefore every one Rag 

an equal Right to be believed as to the 
Sincerity of his Profeſſion, who has not 
forfeited tlie ſame by any open contradic- 
tory Practice, or eſſe no Body can have 
any ſueb Right at all 42which muſt equal 
ly affe@ your ſelf, wiell the reſt of Man: 
kind, and ſeave you no Claim of Cre 
dence,” or any Right to be believed or 
credited in any Profeſſion or Declaration 
you can make: He who embraces the 
Scripture! in Faith and Practice, according 
to the belt Senſe in which he is capable 
of underſtahding it, 'muſt; I ſuppoſe with 
you and m, be areal: Chriſtian; and 
then he who' profeſſes ſo tod and has 
not forfeited: rhe Credibility» of his Pro! 
feſſion by any outward contrary Practice, 

of which Man can judge / muſt be a _ 
03, WA ian 


"3 


8 C. 


ana viſibly, and iu the Judgment of the: 
Churchi; tho he cannot, perhaps, in 
Conſcience, or at leaſt may not chink it 
expedient, to ſubſoribe or declare bis AF+ 
ent. to your Explications or Definitions 
of the Senſe of Scripture in! mme dbu. 
table Points, Which may appoar clear a 
important to you, but in which ygu may 
be-miſtaken, and the 'other-imthe zight: 
or if hie is in the wrong may yet, fot any 
ching you can know to the contrary, be 
ſincere in his Miſtake, and be-readily-dif+ 
poſed to receive the Truth upon the Pro- 
Pata of ſuch Evidence as Wall appear 
ſuſficient to his Underſtanding vii fs 
Nov this being the Caſe, it istevident 
from what has been ſaid, that you! mult 
either admit ſuch an one to the Commu- 
nion of the Church, and allow him a viſi- 
ble Riglit to the Benefits of the Ohriſtiau 
Covenant, or exclude him upon a, Prin- 
ciple that will equally juſtify the Excluſi- 
on of your ſelf, or any other Perſon in 
the World. And as your Principle, when 
receiyed and acted/ upon, myſt exelude 
from the Communion of the Churth the 
beſt and moſt ſincere Chriſtians in the 
World, ſuch as I reckon choſe to be who 
will be determintd by notliing but the 
Authority of Scripture alone, and will not 
een the * of thoſe. Who pretend 
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ing the Scriptures at all for himſelf, when 


, ; * 
5 ? r «x 


to euplain the Chriſtian Doctrines bettet 


than the Holy Ghoſt has done; ſo it muſt 


neceſſarily admit into it the warſt of Hy- 
poctites, and that perhaps after you have 
made them ſuch by the ſtrongeſt Temp - 
rations you could lay them under: For 
I think there eannot be a ſtronger Temp- 


Holy Seri ptures themſelves, than to be 
tied down, under all the Sanctions of 
Time and Etern it y: to certain human Ex- 
plieations and Definitions concerning the 


Senſe of Scripture, which he may under- 


ſtand perfectly well, and yet be never the 
nearer; to the true Meaning of the Holy 


eatiohs and definitive Declarations con- 


cer ning the Senſe of Scripture; which are 
ſo highly cried up; and ſo much inſiſtẽd on, 
art only the Opinions of fallible unin- 


ſpired Men, in which they may as poſs 
ſibly be miſtaken as not, and that they 
are all cloſely twiſted and interwoven 


with human Paſſions, and the Intereſts 


of this World, is as evident as any thing 


can be of a Moral Nature: And I need 


not enlarge upon this Conſideration, to 


ſbew how powerful the Temptation muſt 


be againſt a Man's ſtudying or examin- 


UA | he 


aàgainſt any impartial Examination of the 
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Ghoſt in Scripture. That all thoſe Expli- 
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he can expect nothing but to be condemned 
as an Heretick, to quit the Reputation of 
his Orthodox y, and fot the moſt part, all 
the Hopes and Advantages of the preſent 
Life, if he ſnould happen upon ſuch an 
Enquiry to underſtand the Scripture in a- 
ny other Senſe but whar is already fixd 
and ſettled to his Hands. From hence it 
comes about that the moſt Stupid and 
Unthinking have been always moſt Or- 
thodox, as being molt diſpoſed to take 
up with what comes! firſt recommended, 
and ſeems attended with the greateſt 
Temporal Advantages; by which they 
can at once ſave themſelves the Trou- 
ble of examining, and avoid the In- 
conveniencies which are likely to ariſe 
from it. That this Obſervation holds 
good, with reſpect to the National E- 
abliſned Orthodoxy in every Coun- 
try, is evident beyond all Contradicti- 
one and J cannot ſee how a more Gene- 
ral Conſent can add any real Weight to 
any Doctrine whatever; even tho great 
Numbers of very ſincere and good Men 
ſnould join in fupporting it, unleſs ir be 
ſuppoſed: that Truth imuſt' be detetmin 
ed by Suffrage, and that Error may be 
made ſacred by Cuſtom: I with thoſe 
who ſeem to think thus, and who are ſo 
cady to plead common Conſent, and the 
TY Au- 
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Authority of the Church, where they 
think it is for their Advantage, would 
but conſider, whether (upon chis Princi- 
ple) Chriſtianity muſt not be voted our 
of the World, as contrary to the general 
Opinion of Mankind. But, to return. 
Since you ſuppoſe that thoſe who are not 
of your Mind in ſome Things which you 
think of great Importance, muſt be wick - 
edly inſincere in the Profeſſion of a con- 
trary Belief, you could have no Reaſon 
to think them ſincere ſhould they profeſs 
to be convinced and offer to ſubſeribe 
your Opinion or Senſe of Scripture: For 
he who will be guilty of wicked Negli- 
gence in not examining as he ought, and 
thereby believe and profeſs what he oughr 
not, will doubtleſs be ready, whenever he 

thinks it for his Advantage, without any 
_ farther Examination, to profeſs and ſub- 
ſcribe what he does not believe; and yet as 
long as he will profeſs and ſubſcribe your 
Opinions and Senſe of Scripture, you mult 
receive him, whether he. be ſincere in it or 
not, and tho? you have perhaps tempred 
him to ſuch a ſinful Compliance by world- 
ly Hopes and Fears, and the ſtrongeſt In- 
ducements that can be laid upon Men 
to act contrary to their Judgments and 
Conſciences. And thus, when by the 
e and natural Tendency of your U- 
ay ſurped 


ſurped Authority and Human Injunctions, 
you have made thoſe, who were before 
ſuppoſed to be Hypocrites only in Pro- 
feſſion, compleat Hypocrites in their 
whole practical Conduct, you have no 
Means to prevent the Miſchief you have 
done, or to exclude ſuch Worſt of Hypo- 
crites from your Communion: But here 
you are ready to exereiſe that Charity, 
which thinketh no Evil, which hopeth 
all Things, believeth all Things, and ro- 
wereth a Multitude of Faults. Here then 
lies the great Advantage of your Scheme 
you will not receive Men into your Com- 
munion who do not, or © perhaps can- 
not underſtand the Scriptures in your 
Senſe; but you will lay them undet᷑ the 
ſtrongeſt Temptations poſlible to 'profeſs, , 
what they do not believe, and then re- 
ceive them as Brethren and Fellow Chri- 
ſtians : A hopefal Method of Curing''a 
Diſeaſe, by rendering it Incurable! Find 
our but a ſufficient Teſt againſt Hypocti- 
ſy, or a certain infallible Cricerion where- 
by to examine the Hearts and'Confſcien- 
ces of Men, and to determine clearly who 
are or are not ſincere, and I ſhall admire 
your Skill, and give into your Scheme; 
but while you cannot pretend to this, and 
yet will go on to cenſure and condemn 
. your Brethren and Fellow-Chriſtians, for 
a6 oh no 
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— vour Mind, or cannot 
the Scriptures in your Senſe, I can only 
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RY > Papifts- are the only; Mien who 


very 


that che Pkkans « — — Ins 


all Rigs af private Judgment, and main- 
N tain 


"api 


ec:Reaſon but beeauſe e 
underſtand 


at your Preſumption, and look 
upon ſuch Unchriſtian Behaviour: with 'a 
juſt Indignaric 1 and Diſdain. 190 N | 
34, Such an Authority or Right in 


any fallible uninſpiret Men to interptet 
or fic the 


Senſe of wo and to en- 

force theit Inrerpretations and Explicati- 
ons upon others, as the Conditions of 
Chriſtian Communion, is uxterly inaun: 
ſiſtent — the Right, . 
ment, and directly oontrary ro all the 
Prineiples and Maxims, upon which Chriſt 
has founded his Spiritual Kingdom. K 10 


any conliſtenr-or practica/ 
ble — and Undo 
ing the World. by taking the Cate of. 
one's Soul — ge his own Hands, 
and; purziag it under che Direction ar 
thoſe who know; beſt how ro diſpoſe 4 
it co their o.τπn Advantage. As they aſi 

t af Publick Authoritati ein- 


ſett af 
rerpretation, — — ſuppoſe this Right 


particular Kunis; and 


to, be 


fallible :; and agreeably herato they deny 


their nnen eure: Authori- | 
UNE e n 


g 


ry ta bb Iahspuchbleg and atfohnily De. 
— hog —— ouglir finally Lo de 
ſubmitted to without any farther A 
Irmult be cu chat this Se me is cot 
ſiſtent and prułtitat - Kor 6 the Infallil 
bilicy of rhoipablick/Intorpterery vis the 
only Frinoipſe that can ſupport ſuch a 
Cale Mankind: may, if e please 
give up the Underſtandings wid Con: 
ſciences to the will und Nehſüure of che 
Pape and blihdif reccives Wir Eu- 
mination WHareVer this Holby by the 
Acbeice of his Privy Council, all chin! 
Greg dect us u dauer of F altie am 
ii this ſtands he Oaſe id irhe Chaereh 
of Rom id ib dH, te H we teh 
ae ſgine Pproteſtanes r — 
whiſe they ended eu to feparate khe Ad. 
vahtages of This Popi ffn Schone!from che 
Abfurdities of ty ad think they can — 
conciſe theo Rightoof priꝶute Jadprivenr 
trick tlie eütraty and-incbnfent Rigke 
df publick Intetptetutton! Sm of S 
Proweſtam Reformurs, uE HeſiaſticalRul 
lertzꝰ have rhoughe fit to inveſt thanketves} 
— 9 — by the ep WAI 
A Authoengrive udpmtntardd 
| Rib of Ii „hien they hd = 
ig Ie mid be? 
ylſuet / VAuthes 
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cred Inſpiced Writers 6 natures — 
Matter oſ ljttle Conſequence wheeh cis; 
Authority ſhnſl be lodgod zin the Hangs, 
of the Pope, of a |Gehecal Calne < 


che Catholick Church ufa Scarel Pras / 
byrerys r a 
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Whether, laftly, it is dnu,ſtad witha, 
let Body of: Lenin Ne: /Op 
chus much may certainly:;Þ< concluded. 
from thoſt differant and ere 
that til the Matter is and this 
Right clearly and indiſpurah y HR %a 
ſome r Hand H nen 0 
Man muſt be left to make: uſe of is * 
Underſtanding and Judgment, and ae 
dermine che Senſe of Bori prure for ſumſelf 
in tho beſt Manner He can; ſinte nal ons 
ean have any Readſon toctegard theſcbhas 
Interpreters of Scripture, ho: canhnet : 
groe among themſol ves, eicher wha! mt 
interpret, or howeit muſt he intesprmi d. 
But theſe Men are; furdy driven do che 
laſt and worſt Extraciry pf A NOx 
dating'ro-own/ any fuch publick Author 
— t of Interpretation 


C anch aten ifar- 


ced to lodge a publick as all 28 


vate t and an of 
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wu bag the Mater asd n. 
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munion with any other Perſon in — 
World, prong of a r Opinion con- 
Senſe o Cr | $4] + 

— Mos dow doubrful or diſputable —4 
vet) which you rhink to be © very conſi · 
derable Importance; tho, for any thing 
* ou can know to the contrary, you may 
miſtaken your ſelf, and the other in the 
right; of if be. is miſtaken, he may be 
4 good and ſincere Chriſtian, 


eadily Aſpoſed to receive the Truth 
apon | any ſuch Evidence as ſhall- appear 
fufficicat, not Rape; our Underſtand- 
ig, bur to his own. muſſ here take 
Oecaſion to remind vou, that either a 
Man's profeſſing to receive the Scriptures 
as the only Rule of his Faith and Practice, 
| and to uſe his beſt Endeavonrs to-under- 
ſtand them in the right Senſe, in order to 
regulate his Actions, where it is not con · 
trãdicted by any Part of his outward viſi · 
ble Conduct and Behaviour; that either 
this, Tfay, is a credible Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianiey, or elſe there can be no ſuch credible 
among Men. If yon will ſay, that 
a Man eannor be ſincere in his Study and Ex- 
amination of the Holy Seriptures, here he 
ha to differ from you in any T hing = 
which you apprehehd to be a neceſſary and 
important Trurh, by ſome juſt Interpretati- 
W or clear CO from Scrip- 


ture; 


639 


ture; this is nor only ſuppoſing ehe Tnfal- 
libility of your on Jadgment, Put it is 
alſo ſetting up your "own- 1 
as the Rule and Miesune of Alle Script 
Truth and Orrhodoxy, and ma e 
own Judgment the Teſt and: Stand 
other Mens Faith and Conſtienets: ON: 
in other Words, it is à bold Tyan 
che Prerogative of Almighty God, and a 
pretending to exerciſe a Spilicual and 
vine Juriſdiction over the Hearts and Con 
_ ſciences of ybur Fellow: Chriſtians. 12 
on this moſt wretcli6d Principle; it wil 
impoſſible for the beſt and weft Anette 
Chriſtians in the World to bold Camteü: 
nion witch one another; they myſt go on 
to the World's End Hererieating And Ex- 
— 1755 os gb 770 
y are profe agreed in eve n 
which: the Holy! Ghoſt. in pee Ss 
—— Gefir@ "or expteſs d in clea 
and unexceptibnable Terms, as neceffary 
ti Salvation and Cliriſtian Communion, 
and differ only; in Matters of ddubtful In- 
terpretation or diſputable Conſequence; ; 
about which,” thoſe who profeſF” to re 
ceive the ſame Rule of Faith, and ãppeat 
to be equally ſincere in examining. 750 
applying it, could never be of one Mind, 
and are: never like to come to any A. 
gresment. It is eyident therefore that 
city | © this 


1610 


1 when received; and: ated 
| — * 188 1 cult, la aide the Rigbr of 
| | Judzment, with all:the: BeneGts:- 


| Afvommens of ir,-to u mull drones 
ye and deſtroy; that — 
hach is, thetBond of Herfectueſs, t 


they wich ali hat Catholick Unity end 
Chris | 


ommunion gf Saints, whidh-every 
ian is hoyng; under ths higheſt paſſible. 
Obligation, even the Sanctions uf eter- 
es enen to preſerve and main: 
If. $08. will after all declare — 
ſtand $9; is that it is not ſuſſieient 
Meng agres in every Thing that che 
oly Gh in Scxipture las clearly and 
definitively expreſs'd as neceſſary.toSalva« 
hop: and Chriftian Communion, unleſs 
agree alſe in ſame. other Things of 
1 e and  diſpurable 
Cent nee; jn which thoſe: who appear 
equally to believe the Seriptures;: ante * 
be. cqually impartial ia their Enquiries, 
ould, never yet, or ard ever like to as 
gree: IF, vou, will, J ſay. Affirm his, 1 
will undertake to damonſtrate, upom this 
moſt ſenſeleſs Principle, that the Scrip- 
ture is not a ſufficient Rule of Faich; that 
it can ſexye only to ſer Mankind together 


by. the Eero, to create endleſs Broils and 
the moſt inhuman Diviſions; that it 
would: -be -the Wide and lmtereſt uf 

; tho 
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it WII SH / rixting to Bf chr wet 
you inſiſt upon 45 Ne | 
kant by elkex?'Corſequentt froh 
W:46/ nor only in your Opinion, but 
e doe lange Optio of HMOS: 6 
S nt geo prod 
Fo P þutpt td make 
— a (neg U ltr yeh Hay 
. all te y. e 


705 b your ee Opin 


or ett all Matters * pic 
Sughte / er im nöme at All, You fit“ 
Ptindiplè, rend und DES 
Ration, Efine Chriftis 
on Petaſeh! which — Tis tits 
the —— decken che EY 


— an le One 


— only in re 45 
is expresſty aud definitively 
c neceſſory £6''Sdlvatiol Ind = 


Communion, but alfo'in: 
doubtful Tnitiyrerarion or Conf 
amt 4f every thin de e pf 
really ne e rhe tee gendt "St 
SC fie; tl 
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all Chriſtians are bou underſtand the 
Scripture in your Sen 8 — to be of your 
an in every 5 1 — you ima- 
gine to be tter of Importance. If 
u, will abi 1505 0 y this, I muſt, demand a 
ght.of.. your Credentials, conſtituting 
appointing 12 the univerſal Judge 
and Deciderof Wl, Controverſies in Mat 
ters of. 1 en, FW. 82. produce 
your r ke good your 
Dag, upon it, I lle = to con- 
gratulare nch ſignal, N 
you. by che Almight 12 and ſhall ende 1 
vour to let 5 — World know to whom 
they are to haye their Recourſe in this 
grand Affair; but till then; I muſt beg 
leave to canclude, that your ſubſtituting, 
as you molt evidently do,your own doubt, 
Opinions and Conſequences in the 
room of Scripture. ic ſelf, aud Placing: "i 
publick as well. as a private Judgment 
and Juriſdiction in every Man's ow 
ſt, is directly contrary to, the Prote- 
a it Principles, and to all. che Laws and 
Maxims 1 which Sat has Suden 
AEST Kingdom. * * jt El ble 
245. {, The lacing a Right, in falli 
uninſpited Men, to fix and detine, the ge- 
neral, it | te, and doubtful Senſe 
of, Seripthee, and to enforce ſuch . theig 


Explications and. Desen upon their 
. - Dit 


ſis 


Brethren and Fellow Chriſtians, as Terms 

of their viſible Chriſtianity and Church 

Communion, is the great Foundation of 

e and Antichriſtian Tyranny, 

and will ſerve equally to juſtify all the 

Religions or religious Opinions in the 

Chriſtian World, that can be ſer up under 

a Pretext of Scripture Authority. Either 

the Holy Ghoſt, in Scripture, has limi- 
ted and explained all Matters neceſlary to 

Salvation and Chriſtian Communion, in 

ſufficiently clear, expreſs and definitive 

Terms, or he has not: If he has, this 

Controverſy is at an end, and then we 

may ſafely reject all human Explications 

and Deciſions in thoſe Matters, as inlig- 
nificant and needleſs : If he has nor, then 
either there muſt be a Right in ſome par- 

_ ticular Perſons, as the Governors and Di- 
rectors of Churches, to ſupply this. De- 
fect of the Holy Ghoſt, by making ſuch 

particular Limitations and Explications, 

about Matters neceſlary to Salvation and 

Chriſtian Communion, as are not made 

in Scripture; and to enforce ſuch their 

Explications upon. others, as. the: Condi- 

rion of their viſible. Chriſtianity and 

Church: Communion, or elſe every, Man, 

in Matters of doubrful Interpretatio 

or diſputable Conſequence, muſt be lef 
to his own Judgment, without being lia- 


ble 


_ © other Inconvenience therefrom: If the 
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ble ta any Excommunication, Cenſure, or 7 
leere che Cafe, rhis Controverſy is al- 
an end; ſince then all Proteſtants 
will't agreed in being of rhe fame Opi- 
nion About all Matters, which the Holy 
— oſt, in Scripture, has clearly, Aries 
1d denne determined as neceſ- 5 
10 Salvation and Chriſtian Commu- 
nibh; and in allow}: ng 'A Diverſity, of O- 
bv che ble Church; about other 
lakers df do wee pretation or Con- 
nc. tt. you will maintain, 3s 
1 you m ſt; Ot hy up the whole 
SR at There 18 4 Right ot Authority 
= ine particular” Perſons,” as Governors 
or Managers of Chutches, to limit and 
en the general and, doubtfül Senſe of 
Ie, and ae othets to, receive, 
10 tibe, ot declare their Aſſeur to ſuch 
their” Limitariops and Explicatidns” of 
Sctiprure, © as he: Conditioft of their vi- 
ible” Chriſty: inity"and* Rig] Right to the Bene- 
ts Kethe Chriſtian Covenant; J ſay, 
this "Principle wilt juſtify che Gniforcing 
the moſt Gere d contrary Explica- 
tions of Scripture. "ay Conditions of Sal- 
vation and C cifiai uon, This 


Plea will be d in one op} boſſte Par- 
e or "Cola 929 pn and will 


crye to rere an the Impoſition and 
1. * ſpiti⸗ 
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fpiitial* Tyranny that have; or can- be 


exerciſed; under the Colour or Pretence of 


limiting and explaining the general and 


indeterminate Senſe of Scripture; and if 
any Man, or Body of Men, have a Right 
to ſet up any particular. Senſe of Serip- 
ture, as neceflary to Salvation of Chri- 
ſtian Communion, where the Holy Ghoſt 


in Scripture has not expreſly and defini- 


tively derermined it as fact every Man 
or oppoſite Party of Men muſt have the- 
ſame Right to enforce, in like manner, 
their own Senſe of Scriprare, whatever it 
be. For ſince where Men are a reed in 
their common Principles, and differ only 
about the Conſequences and Application 
of them; and where they have no com- 
mon judge or Umpire, to whom they can 
appeal and be ſatisfactorily determine, 
no Man can have any ching elſe to gnide 
or determine him bur his 6wn Underftand- 
ing and. Judgment. Eirher every Man 8 
Judgment muſt give him a Right to ſet 
up bis own Senſe of Scripture as a Teſt 
of Chriſtianity, or elſe no Man judgment 
can give him any ſuch Right at all. Pee 
haps you will ſay, chat rho' Men may 
interpret the Scriptures right, and enforce 
the true Senſe in Matters of Importance, 
as, neceſſary to Salvation and Chriſtian 
Communion, yer it will not from hence 
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follow, that they may interpret them 
wrong, and enforce a falſe Senſe. I ſhall 


allow this to be ſomething to the purpoſe, 


when you can ſhew, that by right Inter- 


pretation and true Senſe, you mean any 


thing more than your own Interpretation, 


and your own Senſe ; or when you can 


make good your Title to Infallibility, and 
evidently prove, that your own Senſe 
mult neceſſarily be the true Senſe. But 
this Proof you have been very ſparing of; 
and if you had depended only upon that 
you might certainly have comprehended 
the Argument in leſs room. If ſeveral 
Perſons ſhould differ about their Title to 
the ſame Eſtate, and had no common 
Judge or Umpire to whom they could ap- 
peal and be determined, I ſuꝑpoſe neither 
of them would think himſelf fairly diveſt- 
ed of his Right, or cut off from his 
Claim, by each of rhe other's claim- 
ing it wholly and intirely ro them- 


ſelves. This is the very Caſe between 


thoſe oppaſite Parties and Communions, 
who, being profeſſedly agreed in the Suf- 
and Perfection of Scripture, as 


the only Rule of Faith, and in every thing 
that the Scripture has clearly, expreſſy, 
and definitively made neceſſary to Salva- 
tion and Chriſtian Communion, and dif- 
 fering only abont Matters of goubtful In. 


1 


JJ m ̃ Me tet as 


Paderſtandings of others. For I think 
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terpretation and diſputable Conſequence, 
do yet go on to hereticate and excommu- 
nicate each each other with equal Right 
and Juſtice, while they are not able to 
convince one another by fair Argument. 
If you ſay, that your Arguments are ſuf- 


| rule cons and convincing in them- 


ſelves, bur that your Adverſaries are here- 
tically perverſe and obſtinate; I muſt beg 
12 to remember, that this is what any 


— 


Front and Aſſurance enough. If you ſhould 


ſtill urge, that thoſe who underſtand the 
Scriptures in the true Senſe, muſt certain- 


ly have a Right to inſiſt upon that true 
Senſe in Matters of Salvation and Chri- 
ſtian Communion, more than thoſe who 


pervert and abuſe them, by miſunderſtand- 


ing and miſapplying them; let the main 


Queſtion be firſt decided, who are in the 


right, and who are the true Interpreters of 
Scripture in thoſe doubtful and diſputa- 


ble Points, and if it happens to fall upon 


you, I ſhall ſubmit to your Claim: But 


in the mean while, if I ſhould ſuppoſe, 
for Argumenr's ſake, that you are actually 


in the right; nay, that you are certainly 


and infallibly ſo ; yet it would not yield 
you the leaſt Advantage, farther than you 
could make; it evidently appear to the 


it 


an in the World may ſay, who has but 
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ir is plain e bab that as Men may be 
ſincerely and e miſtaken, ſo they 
may be very inſincere and wickedly in 
the right. For as chat Truth, which is 
quite aboye and bey ond a Man's Capa- 
city and Abpichenſion,” can be of no Ne- 
ceſſity or Importance to him; ſo no Truth 
can be of any avail to bim, who only 
ſtumbles upon it in his Way to Preferment, 
or takes up with it as the common Opi 
nion or ſettled Orthodoxy of his Chüfch 
and Party, or barely as it comes recom- 
mended to him by Parents, Maſters, ſpi- 
ritual Guides, or Whomſoever elſe he may 
think fit co make choice of, to have it 


implicit Faith in. All true Religion mu 


conſiſt in the inward rational Perſuaſi lion 


of the Mind, grounded upon a juſt and 


fair Examination ; and where this is ne- 
glected, it is a Matter of little Conſequence 
in the Caſe of truc Religion, whether a 
Man be in the Right or in the Wrong. 
T fear therefore that the Heads and Lea- 
ders of the different and oppoſite Parties 
among Chriſtians, and the great Fomen- 
ters of their Diviſions, will give at laſt 
bur a poor Account of their. Conduct, 
whilſt they have been putting out the 
Eyes of their Diſciples, in order to, their 
being led about in the dark by 1 their Ma- 
ſters, deterting them as much as poſſible 
from 
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from reading or conſidering any thing on 
the contrary Side, and beating and abu- 
ſing their Fellow-Servants, who thought 
it better to ſee with their own Eyes; 
than to be put under che, diſcretional, 
Guidance of rhioſe who could make the 
loudeſt and boldeſt Claim, and perhaps 
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The main,Queſtion then hete, is not, 
as ſome may imagine, who is in the 
Right, and who in the Wrong; but 'whe- 
ther Truth can give a Man any ſpiritual 
Juriſdiction over another more than Er- 
ror? Or, whether a Man's being actually 


in the Right, in any of thoſe 'doubrful 


and diſpurable Points, can juſtify him in 
excluding another from Chtiſtian Com- 
munion; becauſe he cannot ſee the Neceſ- 
ſity or Clearneſs of a particular Inter- 
pretation or Conſequence, which may 
perhaps be true in it ſelf, and may ap- 
pear to be clear and neceffary to your 


1 14 J „ eee 
Underſtanding? This Suppofſtion gives 
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our Cauſe all the Advantage it 1s capa; 
Ga the exeludivg zocke de e 
Communion, without uſurpihg'that Au- 
chority and JuriſdiQtion over the Heatts 
nd Conſciences of Men, whidh God has 
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reſeryced to himfelf. 
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Lou will ſay, that you only judge for 
your ſelf, as every one muſt do, whom 
you are to receive to, or exclude from 
Chriſtian Communion; and that this may 
be done without pretending to any Spiri- 
tual Juriſdiction over rhe Eien, of 
of others, unleſs the Right of private 
Judgment be ſaid to be ſuch a Juriſdicti- 
on. To which I reply, that the Debate 
here does not rurn upon the Right of 
private Judgment, in which I ſuppoſe we 
are both agreed; but upon the Principle 
and Rule of Judgment, which you have 
advanced as the Ground and Meaſure of 
your whole Procedure, both in forming 
your Judgment, and in directing your 
conſequent Practice; and the Queſtion | 

is, whether this Principle and Rule of 
Judgment will not ſerve to juſtify and 
ſupport all the Impoſition and Spiritual 
Tyranny in the Chriſtian World? I ſup- 
poſe you will allow, that tho' every one 
has a Right to judge for himſelf, yet 
no Body can have a Right to form his 
Judgment and regulate his Practice upon 
falſe Principles; and that nothing can ex- 
cuſe or juſtify a Man in ſo doing, but in- 
vincible Error. Whether your Error is in- 
vincible or not, I cannot pretend to deter- 
mine, and therefore I leave all ſuch Mat- 
ters to the moſt righteous Judgment _ 
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: God alone; but I think I can ſhew clear- 


ly that your Principle or Rule of Judg- 


ment is wrong, and thatit will ſerve to ſup- 
port and juſtify the Spiritual Cenſures and 


Excommunications of all other Parties as 


well as of yours. Your Principle is this, 
that there is a Right in fallible uninſpired 


Men to fix and define the Senſe of Scrip- 
ture, as neceſſary to Salvation and Chri- 


ſtian Communion, in Matters where the 
Holy Ghoſt in Scripture has not thus fix d 
and defin'd-it, in Terms ſufficiently clear, 
expreſs and unexceptionable. That this 
is the very Hinge of the Controverſy, 
and the Point upon which it turns, 


every one mult ſee; and that this Princir 


ple ſuppoſes fallible uninſpired Men ca- 
pable of making new Revelations, or of 
revealing the Mind and Willof Godclearer, 
ot in more ſignificant and definitive Terms, 


proved already. I am now to ſhew 
that this Principle, or Rule of Judgment, 


will juſtify all Parties and oppoſite Com- 


munions alike, in making every ching 
neceſſary to Salvation and Chriſtian Com- 
munion, which they apprehend to be the 
true Senſe of Scripture in any Matter 

which they think of ſufficient Importance. 
Since it is evident in Fact that the 
Scripture in many * is capable of dif- 


ferent 
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66 
ferent Interpretations, and that Men of 
equal Probity and Integrity, as far as we 
can judge, interpret it differently; and 
ſince there is confeſſedly no infallible 
Judge to whom they can appeal to decide 
their Differences; tis plain that no Man 
can have any thing elſe to guide and de- 
termine him to one Interpretation or 
Senſe rather than, another, but his own 
Underſtanding and Judgment; and there- 
fore every Man's own Judgment, and con- 
ſequently the Joint Opinion of any Body 
or Party of Men, muſt give them a Right 
to make every thing neceſſary to Salva- 
tion and Chriſtian Communion that they 
think to be ſo, or elſe no Man's Opi- 
nion or Judgment can give him any ſuch 
Right at all. You will ſay, perhaps, that 
every Man has a Right to interprer the 
Scriptures in the true Senſe, and to maxe 
that to be neceſſary to Salvation and 
Chriſtian Communion, which the Holy 
Ghoſt has made ſo, but no Man can have 
a Right to do the contrary. If by true 
Senſe here, you mean that which is True 
and Right in it ſelf, or in the Judgment 
of God, this in the preſent Caſe is ſaying 
nothing at all; for ſince what is True or 
Right in it ſelf, or in the divine Judgment, 
cannot poſſibly be known or any ways 
determined, but by forming ſome human 
— 5 Judgment 
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Judgment concerning it; and ſinee there 
is no infallible Judge to decide where the 


Truth lies, amidſt the different Opinions 
and Interpretations which may ariſe a- 
mong thoſe who equally receive the ſame 
Scripture as the only Rule of their Faith 
and Practice; this mult leave the Matter 
juſt where it was, and give every oppoſite 
Party an equal Right to eſtabliſh their 
own Opinions and Senſe of Scripture, as 
the only neceſſary Terms of Salvation 


and Chtiſtian Communion. But if by true 


Senſe, and right Interpretation, you 


mean, as I ſuſpect you do, that which is 


True and Righrin your own Eyes, or in 
your own Judgment, and conſequently that 
Men ought not to receive any thing as the 
true Senſe of Scripture, or make any thing 
neceſſary to Salvation and Chriſtian Com- 
munion, till they are of your Judgment of 
Opinion about it; if this be what you 

mean, you would do well to declare 24. 
ſelf frankly upon this Point, that all Par- 
ties and Communions may know where 
is the laſt Reſort, and to whom they are 
ultimately to appeal as the infallible In- 
terpreter of Scripture, and the final Judge 
and Decider of all Controverſies in Mat- 
ters of Faith: If you dare not abide by 
this, you muſt either allow your Princi- 
"OY or Rule of Judgment, tq hold good 
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univerſally, as applyd by all Parties 
while they are eſtabliſhing their own 
Senſe and | nterpretations of Scripture, in 
oppoſition ro all others, as the only 
Terms of Salvation and Church Commu- 
nion; or elſe you mult give it up entire- 
| ly, as utterly groundleſs and indefenſi- 
| ble. You are ar Liberty to take which 
of theſe you like beſt, but both of them 
I think you cannot avoid. It will be to no 
Purpoſe, till you have better Evidence, 
to cry up as you do the Clearneſs and 
Plaineſs of your Conſequences ; for T 
muſt tell you again, chat all this Talk of 
clear and plain Conſequences, while the 
the Matter is in Debate, and other Peo- 
ple have not Eyes to ſee thoſe Conſe- 
quences, might come with as much Juſtice, 
and with as good a'Grace from 2 Nl. 
or a Muggletonian. 

And thus, Sir, I have given you ſome 
Aon why I cannot agree with you in 
the Bufineſs of Subſcriptions and Decla- 
rations of Faith, where the Scripture it 
ſelf is not thought a ſufficient Teſt and 
Standard of Truth in Matters neceſſary 

| to Salvation and Chriſtian Communion, 

| -withour the farther Explications and Li- 

| mitations of fallible uninſpired Men: And 

| from hence, perhaps, it may appear, that 

| the Non-ſubſcribers might haye ſufficient 
| Rear 


199 
Reaſons for not complying with your De- 


mands, tho' they had been all of your 
Mind, with reſpect to any particular 


Doctrine, or even all the Doctrines of 


Chriſtianity. I ſhall not enter into the 
Conſideration of any particular Reaſons 
they might have for not Subſcribing at 
that Time and Place, or in the Manner 
you would have had them; ſince this may 
perhaps depend upon Facts, of which I 
am not ſufficieatly appriz d. But if T am 
miſtaken in the general Scheme, I deſire 
to be ſet right; and 1 preſume you are too 
far engaged to remain indifferent about 
But I am ſenſihle that all this, or what 
ever elſe can be Taid for the Perfection 
and Sufficiency of Scripture, againſt the 
impoſed Explications and Opinions of 
Men, will ſignify nothing with thoſe, who 
cake it for granted, thar the Controverſy 
now on Foot concerns a Fundamental 
Article of Faith, as deliver'd plainly and 
clearly in the Holy Scriptures themſelves, 
and that the Difference betwixt us ſtrikes 
at the very Being of Chriſtianity. This 
is what you aſſert in the ſtrongeſt Terms, 
and with ſuch an Air of Aſſurance and 
Invincibility of Perſwaſion, as can be ju- 
ſtify d only upon ſtrict demonſtrative E- 
vidence. Tis openly and ſtrenuouſly de- 
100 : clared, 
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_ elared, that there are ſome among us who 


would derhrone the Supreme and Grear 
God, and place him in the Condition of 
a mere Creature ; and who, by diveſting 
the Saviour of the World of thoſe high 
and glorious Perfections which the Scrip- 
cures aſcribe to him, would render him 


_ utterly uncapable of executing that Me- 


diatorial Office, which he had underta- 
ken for the Redemption and Salvation of 
Sinners; and the Wretches who are ſaid 
to be guilty of this horrible Wickedneſs, 
are the Arians and Socimians. I believe 
you think your ſelf at the fartheſt Re- 
move from Jocmzianiſm ; for ſince you 
have declared the Socmzians to be the 
groſſeſt Hereticks, and have excluded 
them as ſuch from the Chriſtian Cove- 
nant, and from all the Benefits and Pri- 
vileges of the Goſpel, one cannot ſup- 
poſe that you reckon your ſelf in any ſuch 
Company; and yet, if you are not, I 
think it will be impoſſible for me, or any 
Man living, to gueſs where, or what 
you are. Now ſeeing you have made ſo 
great an Outcry againſt Hereſy, and ima- 
gine your ſelf ſo capable a Judge of it, 1 
ſhall briefly examine your own Scheme, 


and try how far (even your ſelf being 
Judge) your verbal Orthodoxy can differ 


from real Hereſy. 4 


„„ 

In order ro ſhew how far and wherein 
you can differ from a Socinian, it will be 
proper to conſider in what Particulars 
you mult neceſlarily be agreed ; and 
when I have ſhewn the Agreement, 1 
muſt leave it to your ſelf, who are doubt- 
leſs moſt capable of it. ro expreſs the 
Difference. You muſt then, I ſuppoſe, a- 
gree with the Socinians in theſe following 


" Particulars. 


1. That there has exiſted from all E- 
ternity, by an abſolute intrinſick Neceſli- 
ty of Nature, one only ſupreme indepen- 
dent firſt Cauſe of all Things; one indi- 
dividual intelligent Being, or Agent, of 
abſolute infinite Perfection; or one God. 
This is the firſt Principle of Natural Re- 
ligion, demonſtrable 4 priori from the 
Nature and Reaſon of Things; and in 
this, Chriſtians, eus and Mahometans are 
all agreed. This, I think, is the only 
rrue Na or Idea that Men have, or 
can have, of the One Supreme Being. And 
the Chriſtian Revelation does not ſet up 
a different Object of Worſhip from that 
which was always the True Object of all 
Religious Worſhip, and Supreme Adora- 
tion to Mankind, under the eternal im- 
mutable Obligations of the Law of Na- 
ture. What the Scrjpture does in this 
Caſe is, Firſt, to reſtore the 2 — 
an 


5 CRE 
and Worſhip of the One True God, by 
ſetting his Being and Perfections in a 
clearer Light, and confirming this Ac- 
count of him, by the Evidence of Mira- 
cles, after the true Knowledge of God, 
as revealed in Nature, had been in great 
Meaſure loſt ; and Men, thro' the gene- 
ral Corruption of Human Nature, had 
run themſelves into Idolatry and the Wor- 
ſhip of many Gods. Secondly, rhe Scrip- 
ture reveals to us the true and acceptable 
Manner of Worſhiping the One True God, 
thro' the alone Mediation of his only Be- 
gotten Son Chriſt Jeſus ; and the Scrip- 
ture requires us to receive and own Jeſus 
Chriſt as the Son of God, the Lord Re- 
deemer, and the only Mediator betwixt 
God and Man ; and that we Honour, 
Worſhip, and Glorify him in this Capa- 
city of Mediator, as the Perſon appoint- 
ed by God the Father to Govern and 
Judge the World. But this does not ſup- 
poſe or imply the leaſt Alteration or Dif- 
ference in the Nature, Notion or Idea of 
the One Supreme God, or the Supreme 
and Ultimate Object of all Honour, Re- 
ſpe, Worſhip and Adoration ; ſo that 
this Principle ſtands now, as it ſtood 
-before, in. the- preordinate Nature and 
Reaſon of Things, and is not alter ; 
but clear d, reſtor d, and ſer in a ſtronger 
—_— Light. 
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Siren "Pits 9 8 any. one A me 
Idea 0 God As. the Supreme 
Objedt ; ; which All Chriſtians, 
17 An eee my not agreed in; 
Tt this, be ma e out, or for Shame 
15 e be dr drop d, s the Scan al.of 
. ſe, who make uſe Th it, Wirhout the 
leaft Foundation, and When cheF; pays 
nothing elle to fay. So, that I cant le 
wherein you can 8. from he & it: 
as co che bject o f your, 117 Ps rh 
Difference, 1 tink, lies Nun as 5 
Manner of MO in che A 182 of 1 
pretending 55 worlbip the, nrg, 
the Mediation of 0960 9 T "73 
the Pld of rellig ent. 12 megia- 
ting, to be are with the Perſon. off 
fended ; "ge the the, Perlen b e 
is not ih 4 Perſon, an 1 9155 
ing or 'Senr, but 4 Mer aph 
ture, ot Abſtract Idea only. 
2. You myſt, I ſup 7 1 ares with h.che 
Socinians in envi” Ong . 5 0 
are diſtinct 
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Word, and We — Gho 
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intelligent * Agents, or Self con; 
ſeious Minds; Which is what they have 

always declared to be their Meaning, 
8075 they deny them to be Three iſtinet 
Fe rſons. This is the only Trinity which 
: Sein an denics; and herein you are, I 
fippoſe, as much an Unitarian or Anti. 
9 as any Socinian.in the World. 
And” a8 for any incomprehenſible Diffe- 
fences or Diſtictions in the One Indivi- 
dual Supreme Being, call them Perſonal, 
= har you pleaſe, the Socinians never 
5 e or gays. any thing about it. 
1 5 1at the Socrnians bave al- 
he Ha At | the Father, the Word, 

he Hot) hoſt,” are, but One God ; 
1 true, "rhey have commonly” ſuppoſed 
the Word to be the eſſential Wiſdom, and 
rhe Spitit to pé rhe Eſſential Power or 
Ener 3y of God, 51 nd hereupon they haye 
denyd them to be diſtinct Perſons, £6 
Aale Intelligeng Beings, or Agents. 
A Notteg be ae WnT Bro. 
ceffion of this Son and Holy Ghoſt from 
Etelnity, or before all Time, either by a 
voluntary or neceſſary Act, has been al- 
5 bf hot he of, the laſt Importance to 
Keep up any 5183 of diſtinct Perſons; and 
therefore this is W at the Spcinians have 
always. ſtrenuouſ] ate deny d: And ſince you 
ate fallen in wi ER. in Their Funda- 
" mental 
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mental Principle, and have Lees 
the Ground of their whole Scheme, 
haps you may like them better for — 
future, and bring them“ into eee 
Communion again. $134 S113 
3. Since you ſuppoſe; aher Chiiſt's hu: 
man Soul was not the Word himſelf in- 
carnare or made Fleſh,” but another Intel- 
ligent Being, diſtinct from the Word, you 
muſt allow, with the Hociniaus, that the 
human Perſon born of the Virgin,- 'rhe 
true Body and reaſonable Soul, or the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus, is a diſtinct intelligent 
Being from the ſupreme God. Nothing 
ean be more trifling or abſurd than to ſay 
here, as perhaps you will, that tho! the 
Natures are diſtinct, yet the Perſon is the 
the ſame; unleſs you could ſhew, that di- 
ſtinct intelligent Natures muſt not be di- 
ſtinck intelligent Beings, Agents or Per- 
ſons. But I hope we are not talking of 
mere Logical Entities, or of Metaphyſſ- 
cal Abſtract Natures and Ideas, but of 
Things really and actually exiſting with- 
out us; and yet this empty Sound of 
Words is the only difference you c cin 
pretend to keep with the Sociniaus. 
To ſay that a human Soul is tlie dame 
intelligent Being or Agent with: the ſu- 
preme God, or that the ſupreme God is 


| the ſame intelligent, conſcious, perſonal 
K 2 | Self | 
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4 with an human Soul, muſt doubtleſs 
ie higheſt Blaſphemy, as well as * . 


5 eſt Abſurclity and Conttadiction. 


would not be thought hereby to e 
that this is what you mean by the Hy po- 
ſtatiral Union, as it muſt ſtand in your 
Scheme; for I have the Charity to think, 
that you mean Nothing at all by it. 
But ftom hence it is viſible, how eaſily 
learned Men may. diſtract and inflame the 


Minds of very good and well-meaning 


People by the mere Magick of Words, 
And as it is poſſible, by the Mechaniſm of 
bv ang to teach dumb Creatures either 
* ht, or to dance, and to expreſs their 


or ill liking at Pleaſure; ſo I am 
Bs J muſt ſpeak out ſo. plain a Trutb, 
a tell the World how much they are a- 
buſed; ſince here is a learned Man, and 
a great Champion for the Orthodox y of 
Sounds, who, as I prefume to ſay, is not 
able, upon his own Principles, to clear 


| himſelf from what he eren che worſt 


of Hereſies. | 

When you can new, that your verbal 
Orthodoxy differs in any thing that is 
ene from real Jocinianiſin, I ſhall 
ee you to have ſaid ſomething to the 

urpoſe; ; if you cannot do this, I muſt 
beſtech you, Sir, by all the Regards you 
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all the Sentimenrs of Humanity, that you 
would not go on thus unmereifully ro 
cenſure and condemn other Men, and to 
beat and abuſe the Servants of another 
Maſter; ſince it muſt be evident, that you 
are only fighting in the dark, and infla- 
ming the Paſſions of the people, by the. 
mere Mechaniſm of Sounds; and that you 
are at the ſame Time, cho, I hope, ig 
norantly and innocently, Teonα,i 
your own Condemnation. - /; /+ «©: | 
All chat the, Socinians ſay is; char abe 
ſapreme God and a human Soul cannot 
be the ſame intelligent Being, Agent, ot 
Petſon; and therefore, that they canhot 
with. — Truth or Conſiſtency be join d 
together under one common Name, a8 
if they were the ſame I, the fame He, 
er the ſame intelligent Agent: "of perſonal 
Self. And really, Sir, methinks it is 2 
little hard, that Men ſhould! be damn d 
only becauſe they will not talk the gtoſ- 
et Nonſenſe, and renounce the very 
firſt: Principles of Reaſon. Tis well if 


PVou maintain the Credit of being ſtill 


in the Right with your own Party, after 
you. have ſo plainly. yielded the Cauſe to 
the Sacinians for I can hardly think, 
that all your Confidence will be ſufficient 
to skreen yon from the Imputation of 
Hereſy, with wols who. are of your own 
GC} | M ake 
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Make and Temper, and who think their 


own Underſtandings and Judgments to 
be the univerſal Teſt and Standard of 


| Chriſtianity, and the Rule and Meaſure 


of eternal Life and Death. And when 
People ſhall come to ſee that you can dif- 
fer in nothing from a Socinian herein; 
bur only in the Abſurdity of calling Two 
Intelligent Beings One Agent; or Two | 
Perſons One Perſon ;' 'T fear they will 
begin to think, that you have carried 
your Reſentments a little too far, and 
that vou had much better have been fi: 
lent in this Controverſy. 

I ſhall now proceed to take ſome lit! 
tle Notice, as I ſuppoſe you expect I 
ſhould, of the Strictures you have been 
pleaſed to make upon ſome Parts of the 
Letter of Enthuſiaſm. And here, as to 
the Account T had given concerning Cer- 
tainty and Probability, or Knowledge, as 
diſtin from Belief and Perſuaſion, you 


have ſeveral Faults to reprehend me for; 


which, becauſe you could not find them 
inmy Diſcourſe; you have rr fit to 
make. m 707 

It ſeems my Arete of Knowledge 
or Certainty, as diſtinguiſhed from Be- 


lief or Opinion, has given you very great 


and grievous Offence; but as J hope to 
Wy that you are angry without Cauſe, 


o 
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ſo perhaps you may have ſome Reaſon 
to repent the Expence you have been ap 
of a little Learning thrown away upon 
this Occaſion. I had fo clearly fixed and, 
defined the Senſe in which I uſed the 
word Certainty, that it was; hardly poſſi- 
ble for any one not to ſee how I under- 
ſtood it; and you do not ptetend my v6 
in any Boubt about my Meanin 
you take the Word in a quite, e FAG 
Senſe from that in which I had profeſ- 
ſedly uſed it; and then you attempt 
with wonderful. Perſpecuity to find 
Contradiction betwixt Mr. Chill; —— 
and me, in the bare Sound of Words, ag 
abſtracted from their Meaning. Tis no- 
torious, that Mr. Chillingtourthis whole 
Book. is written againſt the Popiſh Claim 
of infallible Certainty in Matters of F aich; 
and it muſt be evident to every Body that 
I have deny d no other Certainty in ſuch 
Matters, but infallible Certainty, or if you 


will, a ſtrict and proper Certainty, or the 


Perception of Intuitive and Demonſttative 
Evidence. Now if you have no ſuch Cer- 

tainty in Matters of Faith, you have neither 
contradicted me, nor ſnewnany Contradic- 
tion betwixt me and Mr. Chilling worth; 
but if you think you have any ſuch, Cer- 
tainty, why ate. you ſo ſhy 2 And why do 


Neu 308 Pens our, and claim it in plain 
Terms ? 


a. 
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Terms? When I ſay, That they muſt. 
be very weak Proteſtants, if there were 
any ſuch, who talk of Certainty in Mat- 


ters of Faith; tis evident, that by Cer- 


tainty here, 1 muſt underfland ſtrict and 
proper Cerrainty, as diſtinct from all the 
Degrees of Probability below it; and 
which, as thus conſidered, muſt be al- 
ways. infallible Certainty : And to rake 
me in any other Senſe, is füppoſing ume 
to ſay, that they muſt be very "weak pe. 
reſtants, who talk of Probability in Mat- 
ters of probability, or of Faith in Mat- 
ters of Fairh/ But T aſſure you, Sir, that 
T had no Inelination to trifſe at this Rate, 
and have ſince given the World ſome Ac. 5 
count why 1 chink Mr. Tong. in his In- 

troduc tion, muſt be under! bod in the 
§enſe I had fix d upon, or be ſuppoſed 


only to trifle and contradict himſelf in 


pretenditg to a Sort of Evidence, which 
he dares not ſtand by. To my ſaying, 

that they, the Four Miniſters, pad dif- 

claimed no Infallibility, but an univerſal 
unlimired Infallibility in every Thing, ot 
an abfolure Freedom from'Ertor, you re- 
ply; p. 65. And What other Kind of 
4e Infallibility would he have Men dib. 
claim? Would he have us renounec 


* gur Reaſon, and our Senſes:? This 


oY we muſt do, if we — grant that 
Let *.WC 


| kt 
e oan'e he, ipfalibiy In of 
„thing; „What! wall. not! This: Se 
2 yield one lech off HnEUihilitx Sk 
%. ligent -Beiogs'2 | I beſeei I N 5 
tranſport dur Self hey ealure., 105 
uo mery / well e e PERK 
Cortainty in Matters of: Sine, 77 ak 
Matters capable of Inguisiv eo Ai 
Krari Endes ee 2 
ble Cattainty only in ee bol 
or in ſurhiMMattets as depend Nh — lag 


not founded in dh 75 
— Med Re ee ene hub 
e ee 
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ndings,;oply 

dy human, kraditional, 1087 hiſtorical i- 1 
deneesi:Andohere- you pught in all Rea» | | 
ſon.andbGonkience,, tg difelaim infallible | 1 
Oertainty; ot chrow off che Froteſtant if. iy 
guiſe. / bu are now my; Wineſs, that, the 
Gentlemen Iyrote againſt had diſelaim d 

nd Iafallibili ty: hut an uginerſal unlinited | 
Infallibilixy, ven an abſolute Ereedem from 
Error; and ahis:theBepafliſchims vs ——— 
_ 85: theyciofindrherefagep oy uſt diſclaim 
jofalſible Cetreintyin- Matters ef. Ea 
or elſei I hall hot yet derade 40 fc ci | 
cither:y@uon they are inqlined co: xie Id 
bae Inch af round to hisHalingls; as 
WE 


the ſpiritusb Monarch. of 1Ghri/fendaw:; 's 


Pr gt. 06 ai po comm 
Reader ſioud do nen AS 4 


wills 2 very 
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hg great Herety and yet/ us you have 
ed the Matter, I cannot fee that you 
Fe ſeft an) Medium berwhic” 2 Sceprick” 
28 905 475 Nabe b. therefore xill you 
unt better, I muſt leave 
12 0 Sowie dur ſelf with! which of 
Lg Chara = ons — 
'on, - 2667 K e the following Ac- 
Oy of the'Infallibilicy . — 
and Church of Rev What we 
«Faftly condemm ih the pope and Church 
a Nee 19% tHart prevent no an ab. : 
aufolute Infalnbality in all- Matters f 
4 Faich; ſo that wharover rhey:devreeas 
6 a Matter of Faith, and neceſſary to Saſs 
vation, is ſo by virtue of their :S en- 
r dene: : 4rid'thdt all Chriſttans ate bound, 
1 i rel wer of Damnation erin | 


* > 


| of 4 —.— belibve: then ian. 
— — the! mere Authority's ſake, cho 
they have A Demonſtratidn eo the con- 
#"frar ary. | "This Privitege':of:Tufallibility 
they appteptiate to the:Seg f Name; 
and eswe Pc teſt of Mankind un- 
ll der the ſame wild Uncerrainty this 
Gentleman is btinging them to- And 
« ig there any Paralſel bet og: rhis in 
* pjous Claim; und aſſerting; that ſuch 
2 1 is the N auro's wack e rationatSbul, _ 
« after 


* 8 * 
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t aſrer che Image of God, tliat we may. 
< attain ta an actual. Certainty concern-, 
ing ſome divine Marters, thoſe cipe 
? and of the: greateſt Importance q be 
„ knowni? All rhe, Infallibility any mo, 
+. deſt Man ever pretended to, is, an, * 
ſurance chat in ſome Things be is in 
o 


„the Right: And this cannot be. 7 
F nyed, :wichour diygſting Mankind « 
* theit rational Natuxes. CAL laid 

If by Matters of: Faith here you mean, 
1 If by Matters o 7. alt LL 5 You; San, 
as you muſt if you contradict mę, Mat- 

ters of pure Revelation, or Truths WI ich 


— 


depend upon Teſtimony, as diſtin from 
Matters: of Science; the Pope and Church 
m 


vf Rome may, with as much Ju 1 


Infallibility in all, as in any ſuch Matters, 
And your pretending, to infallible Certain; 
ty in ſome ſuch Caſes; but 5 in all, while 

Nou are not able to ſettle the Boundaries, 
or to tell us in what Eoints your Infallibi, 


7 
K 


Jity lies, and in What npt; does but ren- 
der yout Scheme the more abſurd nd 
eontradiaopry, and is fo. far from giving 
you any Advantage of the Papyſts, chat ir 
expoſes; you to their juſt Ridicule, It will 
be to no purpoſe to ſay, that you ate in- 

fallibly in the Right in thoſe Matters of 

Faith which are moſt clearly reveal d; for 
ſince you pretend. that ſome Things arc 
89 e 


Pape, to 7 it Where, and henſbover 


: Salyation are, 


any other Infallibjlity : if you are not, 


to which your Tnfa libility does no 


we 1 
deadly” and bg y reveałd to ag; 


74 


which other People cannot Hind in their 

Bi les; and hace 'the BH bl, In- 

ceny, or E ann on retorted 

a aſe this mn aan ger you 8 noe] 
u were, and eicher ring 

1 ſlvility's in thoſe Matters to- merfang at 

ri 'or leave you är aß full Liberty as the 


eaſe. Vo Know, that Matters of 


you 
wh 


Faith and Foun s of. Belief: . 
n the Popiſh Senſe; eq. 

valent pee nens: nd that the di 

iſhing Matrers of Faith into Toms Fun- 
am [ and not Fundamental, is whar 
Papiſts do not allow. Whenthe Pope 
therefore claims' Infallibility in Matters of 
Faith, he means, thathe is infallibly cer. 
tain of he Truth'of' whatever he declares 

Ss Jag ary tothe s Salvation of all Chri- 
Now you are either infallibly in 


5 


tians. 
tlie Right in every thing neceffary to the 


fee a. of all Chtiſtians, or you are not; 
f yon are, you are as infalhible as the 


ptetends to be, who dots not claim 
u 

may, upon your own Principles, periſh o. 
verlaſtißgly fot want of it, by being mi- 
ſtaken about ſome otlier Things whichare - 
59 1 to be neceſfary to Salvation, and 
t XK» N 

tend. 


[35] 
tend. So tliat being cettamly and infal. 
libly in „* in ſome Things which 
are neceſſary do Salvation, n unleſs : you 
could be 10 in all ſuth! Mattets, can dd 
vou no but muſt leave your Calo 
Bill: as miſtrablo and deſperate as the Pat 
s would make it. What you fay next, 
A: Wap che Pope and Church: af Baue des 
mand a Submiffion to whatever they des 
Li elare as neceſſary to Salvation,” by Vers 
c nue 0 — and: for the mere 
© Authority n ſale, even tho Men have. a 
* Demonſtration to the cuntruty; is a 
— notorious Falſſiood, and 2 Calumny 
upon che /'Papyfts: themſelvos. And ins 
deed; without _Calumniatirig: „the Pope 
and Church of Rome, — not ij 
upon yo VYο Principles, 21 
Grace —— inſtrthem. wh 
The Paniſir were — {o/abfurd 
as to found | thedurbotivys f their: Deelgs 
rations /and-Seritences, oporrahe; eglada) 
tions iand Sentences themfelves's as if 
the! ereated their dun Faitli, and were 
Subſticares or Delegatus in declaring 
the Mind and Will of God! This would 
be to place dhe Pope upon the Throne bf 
— utid to claim to him Di- 
—.— — — I 
abr bart! nſecquence, bur in ex 
pros Terms. ro rhe wes ove 


91105 yer 
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t thought fit to declare himſelf to be 
. make himſelf not the Subſtitute, 


but the Prin and I am fo 

ſhould find ſel under:any — — 
of charging rhe Pope and Church of Rome 
ſo unjuſtly with this impious Claim. The 
Papiſts make as great a Noiſe about evi- 
dent Declarations of the Mind and Will 
of God, and clear and plain Conſequen- 
ces from Scripture, as you can do- Tis 
true, the Popiſſi 3 have ſome- 
times, in their Diſputes with Proteſtants, 
rejected all Conſequences, and demanded 
clear and expreſs Proofs from Scripture; 
as knowing that the Proteſtants, as well 
as they, hold ſome Things which cannot 
be proved — — as in 
Appearance, without! flying to the Pre- 
tence of drawing Conſequences from 
Principles of pure Revelation; which is 
the Method by which the Hqpiſts theme 
ſelves ſupport: Ab greateſt Ablurdities in 
their own Religion. The Pops indeed 

claims an Infallible — In in Points 
where he has it not, and takes upon him 
to deelare all Men to be our of the Favour 
of God, and the Way to Salvation, who 
will not receive every Thing as neoeſſary 


that he deſines to be ſuch ; and hetein, 


think, you are even with his | Holineſs, 
en 1 ſhould be glad to ktiow wherein you 


come 
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come belind Him, unleſs it is in your nals - 


maintaining or ſetting up as neceſſary rot 
Salvation, alß the Abſurdities and Contra- 
dictions that the Pope does. The Cloſe 
of your Paragraph is as —— 
the reſt; for you ſay, that all the Iafalli⸗ 
% biliry any modeſt Man ever pretended 
*, to, is, an Aſſurance that in ſome Things 
che is in cha Right; and this cannot 
tei be deny d, without diveſting Mankind of 
„ their Randal Natures; 1 his, I muſt 
en, is 2; modeſt Claim enough; and if 
this be all the Infallibilicy that any: mo 
deſt Man ever pretended to, I preſume 
that no modeſt Man has ever deny d ir 
him. I grant you, you may be 25 Infal 
üble as you pleaſe concerning your own 
Exiſtence,” the Being of a Gd, and the 
Exiſtence of the Adeas which you are ſelf 
conſcious of in your own Mind. This 
is allowing Iafallible Certainty in ſome 
Things; anch if this will content you, the 
Controverſy wirh all modeſt Men muſt 
be at an End. But notwithſtanding this 


ſeeming Modeſty, I darerfay;-if:I-ſhould 


grant you an Infallible Certainty con- 
_ cerning-all che Scientific Principles in the 
World, whether Natursbrot Moral, this 
would not ſatisfy ſo modeſt 4 Man un- 
leſs I. ſhould grant you alſo: the ſame 
Certainty. in forge other klares of * | 
DV 1 8 


aud ſecure in your 


Revelation; ä A: eqnabal, one; = 


ful and diſpurable Nature. in 
— aquoted 6 che! Acoounti l 


| of Infallible Certainty; as foun- 
E n cho/Perceprion of intuitive or de 
nonſttativdi Evidence, you have — — 
ft 0 charge ir:with ſeveral Faultg: Bur 
perhaps it ma appear, upoi a very little 
— ha theſe Faults are mot 
Ateguit of the Matter, -bur? in 
| —4 Imagihation only. The firſt Blun 
dier vou think I have made is, in com 
_— ng neceſſary with contingent Exiftz 
ende. II kõ not, fay:you;; Whether 
4 this Sceprick bel certain of his own" EA 
4 jſtence, but i: can tell him ir is no Con 
fee tradictiom to ſuppoſe he had never beti 
born. Vouſſeem to be moſt conſident 
own Sufficiency: where 
you have leaſt Reaſons ybudqnight have 
dbſerved;;ifiyouwhad thought firyrhar IwWas 
not ſpeaking of the neceſſarq Exiſtence bf 
Things ; but of the neceſſaty Truth of 
Nropoſitionꝭ or / the neceſſaty Neaſon and 
Relation of /Dhings. ' Pfie Idea of Self- 
oonſciouſneſt in my own Mind has a ne- 
tcoſſat y ſelf.evillent Connexion with the 
— — —— 3 — lit is a 
neectiar and t _—_— e 
ſſble, 85 tod Sei conſeious Beiũg muſt 
0 leattediyioB- 


ſerve, 


V, 


[89] 
ſerve, it is poſſible that I might nor 
have exiſted. That every reaſonable 
Creature muſt be obliged to yield the 
higheſt Honour, Worſhip and Obedienee 
tothe Supreme Being, is a neceſſary 
Truth, and the contrary” impoſſible if 
the Nature and Reaſon of Things; be- 
cauſe nd reaſonable Creature can exiſt 
without ſuch a Relation t the Supreme 
Being; and yet no reafbriable Creature 
can exiſt by an abſolute intrinſick Necefi 
fr OO 7 337 
Thateh Cone is a'thitd Patt of a Cylin- 
der of che ſame Baſe and Altitude, and 
that a Sphere contains two Thirds of 
its Cireumſcribing Cylindet, are neceſfa- 
ry Truths; and 'their:Gontraries neceſſa- 
rily falſe and impoſſiblo ii the Nature of 
Things, whether there are any Bodies actul 
ally exiſting exarly and: geometrically 
Conital; Spfierical and Cy lindrieal, or nor 
If this! will not help>yjou® ro: diſtinguiſh 
the neeeffary Trarh of Propoſitions, and 
the Impoſſibility of their Contraries, fro 
the neceſſary Exiſtence of Things, I doubt 
you will: hardly be thought fit to trouble 
the Publick any farther with your Specu- 
lations concerning :Cerrainty and Uncer- 
rainty, Neceſſity and Contingency.” 
Another Fault, it ſeems, is, that I have 
made a total and abſolute Hiſtinction be- 
ie | 3. tween 


G 14112 4 
2 * — 3 +3: 


[99] 


tween Matters of Science and Matters of 
Faith; Whereas theſe Things are to be 
diſtinguiſhed but in Part. Vou ſay, they 
are to be diſtinguiſhed in Part; but, tis 
plain, you endeavour to confound them 
tgtally and abſolutely, and would not 
have them diſtinguiſhed at all. For, if, 
What you have faid be to the Purpole, | 
there can be no ſuch Diſtinction in Na- 
ture but Matters of Science and Matters 
of Fairh muſt with you be che ary ſame 
Matters. top 
cr Lisztrue, that raking OO or Belief in 
che largeſt Senſe, forithe general Aſſent of 
the Mind to the Truth of a Propofition, 
every Matter of Science will be a Matter 
of Faith too; becauſe it is impoſſible for 
a Man to know a Thing without believ- 
ing er aſſonting to the Truth of it. But 
then, tho; che lower Degrees of Evidence 
are included an the higher, yet the high- 
er are not at alli included in the lower; 
and chere fore, where we depend wholly 
upon I Ceſtioiony: for the Truth of a Pro. 
poſtion, which has no prior Foundation 
in 1 Nature and Reaſon of Things, this 
will be purely and merely a Matter of 
Faith, and will be totally and abſolutely 
diſtinct from Matters of Science. This, 
as every one muſt ſee, was the Diſtincti- 
on which 1 had made ; but, inſtead of 
14 * 


cond” 


keeping to it, and arguing fairly upon it, 
you thought it more convenient to en- 
deayour to ſhuffle it off, and to looſe the 
Reader in a Miſt of Words which have 
no manner of Relation to the preſent 
Contreverſy. But, I am not like to e-: 
ſcape ſo, for you will have me miſta⸗ 
ken again, in not allowing what vou 
call Moral Certainty, or Traditional Ei» 
dence, to be of equal Force and Inyins 
cibility, in — the Judgment, 
with Demonſtration it ſelf; which you 
affirm all Philoſophers and Divines to 
be agreed in. This I muſt confeſs: is 
wh I did not know, and have now 
nothing to depend on for it but your 
Authority ; however, if all Philoſophers | 
and Divines are agreed in what yo 
here ſay they are, that Traditional E- 
vidence may be equal zo Demonſtrati⸗ 
on, I will venture to ſay that they are 
all miſtaken, and I challenge any one 
Divine or Philoſopher- . them ta 
make it go oec. 30 K gehn 
I wonder you ſhould. think to bravimi 
down with the mere Authority, of Philo- 
ſophers and Divines, ſince were they all 
— with you herein, as I believe they 
are not, yet 1 ſhould not place their Au- 
thority in the Room of Evidence: But 
as it happens, I have not ſaid one Word 
M 2 againſt 


[92] 


againſt: your moral Certainty in Matters | 
ol Faith, and therefore am at Liberty to 
be as morally certain as your ſelfp where 
T'canaot arrive at a ſtrict Demonſtration 
of Things; only I muſt put youin Mind, 
that as a moral Impoſſibility is a poſſible 
Impollibiliry, or impoſſible Poſſibility, ſo 
your moral Certainty will always be, in 
ſome Degree or other, more or leſs, an 
unoertain Certainty ; for were the Evi- 
dence: falls ſnort of Demonſtration, it 
muſt ſtill ſuppoſe tlie Poſſibility of the 
contrary, and then you cannot be ſtrictly 
5. e. infallibly certain that the contrary is 
not true, or you may poſſibly be miſtaken 
and actually in the Wrong; in which 
Caſe;cthe Hazard of being miſtaken will 
be more or leſs, according as the Evidence 
on both Sides comes nearer to, or recedes 
farther from, an Equality. I ſuppoſe you 
maſt allow that | © reaſonable. Creature 
hr to be determined in his Judgment 
8 — practiee by nothing but Evidence, or 
the Reaſon and Fitneſs of Things, as it 
ſhall appear to him upon a fair Enquiry; 
and conſequently, that the Degree of Al- 
ſent, or the ſtrength of Perſuaſion, ought 
9 to be proportional to the Evi- 
dence; for what goes beyond it, muſt be 
an irrational Perſuaſion or an Aſſent 
without Evidence, Where the Evidence 
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appears equ a on both Sides, rhe Mind 
cannot 5 determine it ſelf at all; 
concerning the Truth, 'Reaſonableneſs or 


Fitneſs of Things, but muſt | ſuſpend its 
Judgment, and act upon a Principle of 


mere Indifferency. Where the Evidence 
on one ſide appears to prevail and out- 
weigh that on other, the Judgment and 
Practice ought always to be determined 
to that ſide on which the ſuperior Evi- 
denee lies: And here there will be infinite 
Degrees of Probability on the one Side, 
and Improbability on the other, till we 
come at length to demonſtrative or intui- 
tive Evidence on one Side, which muſt 
abſolutly decide the Caſe, and render the 
Determination at once Invincible and In- 
fallible, and take off all Poffibiliry of 
Doubt or Suſpe And from hence it 
appears, that every Reaſonable: Creature 
ought in all Eaſes to be determined by 
the beſt Evidenee he can ger, or to regu- 
late his Judgment and Practice by what 
ſhall appear to him to be true, reaſon- 
able, and fit to be done, after a fair En- 
quiry or impartial Examination. This 
is the very Point in which all Vertue, 
Religion and moral Goodneſs conſiſt; 
and he who regulates his Judgment and 
Practice upon what appears to his Un- 
N to hr true and reaſonable, 
after 
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Lee! 
aſter a due Enquiry. or an impartial Exa- 
mination, muſt be | equally. a virtuous 

Man, and equally juſtifiable and reward - 
able, whether he be actually in the Right 
or in the Wrong; and to ſay otherwiſe 
is to affirm, that Men may be juſtly 
puniſned for not being abſolutely and uni- 
verſally infallible, or for not being whar 
they could not poſſibly be. This is the 
Rule which all Mankind proceed upon 
in the grand Affairs of Life and Doath, 
and in all. Matters of Equity and Juſtice 
between Man and Man, in which they 
are not ſo liable to be impoſed on, or to 
be bubbled out of their Rights and Senſes 
by any learned Scholaſtick Jargon. The 
Judges in Meſtminſter-Hall are ſuppoſed 
to be Men of Uprightneſs and Integrity; 
and maintain the Character of Righteous 


Judges, as long as they proceed upon 


the beſt; Evidence they can procure in 
a Caſe before them, tho they may be 
and often are miſtaken in the Evidence, 
and go contrary to the Reality and 
Truth of Things in Fed. 1} See 
You may call this, when apply d to 
Religious Matters, Scepticiſin, Hereſy, 
Infidelity, or what you pleaſe; I have 
learned by Experience not much to re- 
gard ſuch Perſonal Reproaches and op- 
probious N ames, | eſpecially fi rom thoſe 
who are ſo free with them upon _ 
rag 
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Occiſions, while they are ſo: ſparing of 
their Proofs. I hope to maintain the 
Teſtimony of a good Conſeience, and 
upon that Foot to make light of the 
Condemnation of Man. I write for no 
Party, nor with any Expectation of a 
Reward from Men; but for what I take 
to be the Common Intereſt of the Goſ- 
pel, rhe Cauſe of Chriſtian Liberty, and 
tlie Religious Rights of Mankind; and 
theſe I am reſolved, by God's Aſſiſtance, 
ro: defend in the beſt Manner I can, 
againſt the Spiritual Tyranny, Bigotry 
and Enthuſiaſm of all Parties, or any 
Parry” whateves.” i fo 77 gnonoiett; ® 

I have one Account more to adjuſt with 
you before I conclude, and that is, concern- 
ning what you have ſaid in your Marginal 
Notes, p. 77. about the Belief of Myſteri- 
ous Propoſitions; in which, with a Dex- 
terity common to Learned Men, who have 
a bad Cauſe to manage, you affirm and 
deny the ſame Thing : You own that 
what is Myſterious and Incomprehenſi- 
ble, cannot be the Object of Faith; 
That we can neither believe or disbe- 
lieve it, or employ one Thought about 
it. That the Thing it ſelf may be 
clear and intelligible enough, where the 
Manner of the Thing is Myſterious and 
wholly Indes e Nene, Fu very — 
* | uc 
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but then, the Thing it ſelf and the Man- 
ner of the Thing arecreally two diffe- 
rent Things; and the Propoſitions: and 


—_— concerning them, as different as 


Propoſitions and Truths in the 
World « Which, is evident from hence, 


that the One may be clearly known and 


reveal d, where the Other is abſolutely 
unknown and unreveald. And therefore; 
it is very ſtrange What you add hereup- 
on, that in this Senſe we can juſtify our 
8 + believing, Myſterious: Propoſitions, a- 

“ -gainſt all the Cavils of profane Infidels, 

* -who ſport themſelves with their ' own 
ic Deceptions, when they compare believ- 
* ing of Myſterics, or Things above Rea- 


ſon to comprehend, with ſeeing ee 


% hich are out of Sight.” 


II the Belief. of what is W may 


be called the Belief of a Myſtery, or 

of what is not reveal'd; by the ſame 
way of talking, the Knowledge of what 
is known, may be called the Knowledge 
of what is not, or cannot be known. 
And therefore in this Senſe we can ju- 
ſtify the Knowledge of what is unin- 
telligible, and the underſtanding of what 
cannot be underſtood. In this Senſe 
we can deſtroy all Diſtinction between 
what is known or unknown, reveal'd or 


ꝛunreveal'd; and in this Senſe we can 
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juſtify any Abſurdity or Contradiction in 
the World, againſt the Cavils of all ſuch 
profane Infidels, as will not renounce at 
once both their Reaſon and Senſes, to 
be determined by down-right magiſte- 
rial Nonſenſe. However you may en- 
deavour to impoſe upon and abuſe weak 
People, the Queſtion is not, as you pre- 
tend, Whether we may not both under- 
ſtand and believe a Thing as very clear 
and intelligible, where the Manner of 
the Thing (which in this Caſe is indeed 
a quite rf erent thing) is wholly in- 
comprehenſible 2 But the Queſtion is this, 
Whether the thing it ſelf, which you 
ſay is reveal d, be ſo or not? And 1 
think enough has been ſaid, till ſome 
clear Anſwer be given to it, to ſhew, 
that the Thing it ſelf, which you con- 


tend for, is as incomprehenſible as the 


Manner of the Thing : That you make 
uſe of Words in Propoſitions, ſuppoſed to 
be reyeal'd, without Ideas; and that as 
you- know not what Spirit you are of, 
ſo you know not what you ſay, nor 
can by an eans tell what tis that 
you would have other People believe. 
Tf you can tell me clearly and intelli- 
gibly what your Opinion is, and what 
you think mine ought to be concerning 
the Trinity; I had almoſt ſaid, that I 

- will 
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will engage to become your Difciple ; 
And till you can do this, I hope you + 
will give me leave to underſtand the 
Scriptures the beſt I can for my felf, 
and to confeſs my Ignorance where I 
cannot underſtand them, without ex- 
cluding me from the Communion of 
Chriſtians, and the Benefirs of the 
Chriſtian Covenant. I have given you 
ſome Reaſons why I cannot be exact. 
ly of your Mind in ſeveral Matters, 
and why I think you ought to ex- 
plain your ſelf a little farther: And 1 
muſt now ſubmit the whole to your Con- 
fideration. 54 | 


Tam, STR, 
our Humble Servant, 


MirIbreugh. May 18. (GE "Op 
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Lately publiſs'd by the ſame Author. 


I. The Nature and Conſequences of En- 
thuſiaſm conſider'd, in ſome ſhort Remarks on 
the Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity Stated 
and Defended. In a Letter to 5 Tong, 
Mr. Robinſon, Mr. Smith, and Mr; Reynolds. 
The Second Edition. With a Poſt 
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caſion d by Mr. Bradbury's Diſcourſe, intitled, 


The Neceſſity of Contending for Revealed 
Religion. Price 6 d. 


N. B. The Poſtſcript may be had ſingly: 
Price Three-pence..' 


II. The Nature and Conſequences of En- 
thuſiaſm defended, againſt the Reflections of 


the Reverend Mr. Fauccurt, in his Eſſay con- 


cerning Certainty and Infallibility. Price 
Six- pence. x. | 
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